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Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium | Executive 
Director  Profile

As the Executive Director of the Canadian 

Blockchain Consortium, Koleya Karringten is 

the driving force behind the organization’s 

mission, growth and international 

collaboration. Under her leadership, the 

Consortium has built a strong core team of 

over 40 industry experts – a formidable brain 

trust that supports the organization’s mandate 

of education, government and corporate 

advisory, and the global promotion of Canada’s 

thriving blockchain ecosystem.



Like many people in the blockchain industry, 

Koleya’s journey started in a completely 

different discipline. As the CEO of cleantech 

company Absolute Combustion, she was 

driven to build solutions for a better world – 

and when she was first introduced to Bitcoin 

almost 5 years ago, she immediately saw this 

new technology’s potential to help solve some 

of the world’s biggest challenges. She quickly 

began engaging with international thought 

leaders, developers and entrepreneurs in the 

blockchain space, and realized that Canada had 

all of the right elements to become a major hub 

for Bitcoin mining and financial services. Prior 

to accepting leadership of the Consortium, 

then a small monthly meet-up group, Koleya 

started her own mining operation along with 

educational firm Bitquest.


Her vision for the Consortium has been fueled 

by her strong convictions that blockchain’s 

qualities of decentralization and self-sovereignty 

are the solutions to a fairer and more prosperous 

world – one where all people can access essential 

financial services and protect their wealth from 

unpredictable external forces.


Koleya’s passion for inclusion also led her to 

become a founding board member of the 

Canadian Blockchain Association for women, 

and she has won numerous awards for her 

philanthropy, mentorship and accomplishments. 

A frequent publisher of articles and blog posts on 

emerging trends and news in blockchain, her 

work can be found here:  

https://www.koleya.ca/blog/


https://www.koleya.ca/blog/
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and that their increasing convergence with other 

innovations like AI and IoT will catalyze 

widespread social and economic changes. These 

themes are explored in her upcoming book, 

“Vision 2040: Blockchain, AI and the Future of 

Disruption”.


Alexis is the Director of Industry Digitalization 

for the Canadian Blockchain Consortium as well 

as the Editor in Chief of its magazine. A strong 

supporter of inclusion and female leadership in 

technology, she is the Executive Director of the 

Her work in blockchain technology’s ability to 

support better ESG performance and net-zero 

goals led to her founding participation in the 

Blockchain ESG Council (www.esgcouncil.io). An 

international non-profit agency that unites 

public and private interests in research and 

collaboration, the Council’s projects span sectors 

like energy sustainability, verified carbon credits 

and Indigenous rights.


Finding the right path forward in a time of rapid 

transformation requires inclusion, empathy and 

the ability to understand the human impact of 

technological shifts.” 



Canadian Blockchain Association for Women.


“We can’t move into the future blindly. I grew up 

immersed in science fiction, and there always 

seemed to be two paths – the kind of world we 

aspire to live in, or a technocracy built on 

destruction and control. 


Linkedin


Twitter


Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium | Editor 
Profile: Alexis Pappas

A life-long passion for our evolving future 

drew Alexis Pappas into the technology 

industry, where she is a strategist, entrepreneur 

and writer in diverse fields like clean energy, 

blockchain technology and sustainable 

development. 



She believes that blockchain and 

cryptocurrency are some of the most powerful 

tools reshaping our civilization, 

http://www.cbaw.io
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexispappas/
https://twitter.com/alexisevdox


6

On June 3-5th, the Canadian Blockchain 

Consortium joined the international crypto 

community in Miami, FL for the largest global 

Bitcoin conference in history. With an 

incredible 12,000 attendees, despite ongoing 

pandemic travel restrictions in many 

countries, Bitcoin 2021 was a powerful 

demonstration of the momentum behind the 

world’s first cryptocurrency.


Maybe it was from over a year and a half of 

intermittent shutdowns, but the sheer size of 

the crowd was staggering — when the 

Consortium team arrived at the Miami Mana 

Wynwood convention center, there was a 

line-up about 15 blocks long just to get in the 

venue. Thankfully, we arrived in time to catch 

a fascinating talk from pioneering computer 

scientist  on the evolution of 

currency, and Bitcoin’s role as a 

technologically evolved form of gold.


Heavily weighted with historical economics, 

Szabo’s presentation was in stark contrast to 

the next panel, a high-energy conversation 

between the outspoken Keiser Report host 

Max Keiser and one its top corporate 

champions, billionaire MicroStrategy founder 

 where they discussed BTC’s 

potential to power the wider adoption of 

.

Nick Szabo

Michael Saylor,

renewable energy

This was a common theme throughout the 

conference — the parallel threads of where 

Bitcoin had come from, and where it was 

headed. The origin stories, geared towards 

newcomers to the community, pointed out the 

flaws in the conventional financial system, 

while the futurist predictions for Bitcoin’s 

growth built a case for it as the solution to 

issues like inflation, corruption and the world’s 

2 billion unbanked.



“

In one of the event’s best panels, Caitlin Long, 

the CEO of chartered bank Avanti Financial, 

addressed some of the most pressing 

challenges to Bitcoin’s acceptance by 

governments and mainstream investors. In 

particular, she spoke about the need for 

regulatory clarity, and that Bitcoin needs to 

avoid the same pitfalls that create instability in 

the fiat system, like the excessive leverage 

viewed as a main cause of BTC’s May price 

crash. The corporate investors in the crowd, 

easily identified by their blazers and 

fancier-than-average shoes, seemed a little 

overwhelmed. Conversations the team had 

with hedge fund managers and investment 

analysts suggested that they were convinced 

that Bitcoin would be a significant source of 

financial opportunity — but were still 

exploring, outside of direct BTC investment, 

what exactly those opportunities are. 

The punchline is that if you pay your taxes 

and you get regulated, and you don't take 

shortcuts, you're going to be okay.”


Caitlin Long, CEO, Avanti Financial.



Bitcoin 2021: 
Insights from the 
World’s Largest 
Bitcoin Conference 



On both days of the conference, one of the 

prime targets for investment got a lot of 

airtime – the Lightening Network, Bitcoin’s top 

scaling solution for high-volume payments, 

was a frequent discussion point, including by 

Twitter and Square CEO Jack Dorsey. Despite 

being booed by the crowd for Twitter’s 

censorship policies, he  that it was 

“only a matter of time” before Twitter accepted 

Lightening payments. As Bitcoin payment 

solutions become faster and less expensive, 

investment opportunities in service providers, 

especially in emerging markets like Latin 

America and Africa, are projected to be 

high-value targets for investors – and enable 

the realization of some of the strong ethical 

convictions behind the BTC culture, including 

the controversial but well-intentioned views of 

the “ ” like Aleksander Svetski 

and Nico Zm.  It was abundantly clear during 

the conference that the passion behind Bitcoin 

is more than about sound money and wealth 

preservation, as both speakers and attendees 

alike continually reflected on BTC as a force 

for social good. 


later tweeted

toxic maximalists

As the technology evolves to become more 

accessible and stable – and is embraced by 

developing nations like El Salvador, the key 

announcement of the conference – it will 

become more capable of being the force for 

equity and fairness its advocates imagine.  



One of the biggest takeaways from the 

conference by the Canadian Blockchain 

Consortium was the fact that Canada needs to 

do far more to represent its innovative 

cryptocurrency sector at conferences like 

Bitcoin 2021. While the pandemic has made 

international travel difficult, the opportunities 

gained from being in the same physical space 

as thousands of potential investors or 

collaborators is critical.



Through our attendance at Bitcoin2021, we 

met valuable new partners and gained insights 

and contacts that will help our consortium 

development, inform our public policy 

initiatives and fund emerging projects. With a 

stronger bridge to the international 

community, the Canadian blockchain 

ecosystem can show the world its technology 

leadership and thrive as a global hub in our 

increasingly competitive industry.




“An equal mix of hoodies and suits 

suggests that the financial world is 

committed to participating in Bitcoin's 

evolution.”


-Alexis Pappas, Director of Industry 

Digitization

“Bitcoin is the last bastion of freedom that’s 

left in the world. Sound money should be a 

human right - don’t settle for anything less.”


-Nico Zm, Co-Founder and CEO, BitVolt 

Mining

“As I watched incredible talks and panels 

on how #Bitcoin is creating new 

economic models and empowering 

people all over the world to access 

financial services, it made me so proud of 

the amazing work we're doing here in 

Canada.”


-Koleya Karringten, Executive Director
7

https://www.forbes.com/sites/billybambrough/2021/06/12/twitter-ceo-jack-dorsey-reveals-surprise-bitcoin-plan-after-elon-musk-sparked-crypto-price-chaos-with-ethereum-and-dogecoin-support/?sh=10946fc7624f
https://bitcoinist.com/controversial-and-confrontational-talks-from-the-bitcoin-2021-conference/
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One of the most stunning developments from 

the Bitcoin 2021 conference was the 

revelation by Jack Mallers, CEO of payments 

company Zap, that El Salvador, via a new bill, 

was about to become the world’s first country 

to accept Bitcoin as a national form of 

currency.


As the last presentation of Bitcoin 2021, 

excitement had been building all day as the 

MC alluded to an upcoming announcement 

that the audience wouldn’t want to miss — and 

when Mallers brought the El Salvadorian 

president, Nayib Bukele, onstage via webcam, 

he could barely be heard over thousands of 

cheering voices.


Soon after the announcement, President 

Bukele adopted laser eyes on his Twitter 

account, and an endless stream of Bitcoiners 

began tweeting their support (and plans for 

vacations on one of the country’s beautiful 

beaches).


At the conference, it was a highly emotional 

moment — tears flowed from Jack Mallers, 

describing the how Bitcoin payments were 

helping overcome the challenges of El 

Salvador’s 70% of citizens who are unbanked 

by the conventional, US dollar-backed 

financial system.  

The long-term impact of El Salvador’s 

acceptance of BTC as legal tender is hard to 

predict - however, , 

the move will have a massive positive effect on 

the country’s economy. In a series of tweets on 

the day of the conference, he notes that an 

investment of just 1% of Bitcoin’s US $680B 

would raise the country’s GDP by 25%.


In the following hours, he announced 

 for the state-run geothermal power 

agency to develop large Bitcoin mining 

facilities using El Salvador’s abundant 

volcano-generated energy, in a strong show of 

commitment to sustainability to the 

environmental critics of proof-of-work 

mining. 



This wasn’t enough to convince the 

 and IMF, who on June 16th, declined El 

Salvador’s request for assistance in 

implementing Bitcoin as a parallel currency to 

the USD on the grounds that it had 

“environmental and transparency 

shortcomings”.



Some economists have also  

about the bill’s requirements that all 

businesses have to accept Bitcoin, given the 

relative lack of infrastructure and currency 

volatility. 

according to the President

further 

plans

World 

Bank

raised concerns

Special Industry 
Report: 


The Impact of El Salvador’s 

Bitcoin Adoption

“In the short term, this will generate jobs 

and help provide financial inclusion to 

thousands outside the formal economy.”


-President Nayib Bukele

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-57373058
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/11/1005231250/el-salvador-plans-to-use-electricity-generated-from-volcanoes-to-mine-bitcoin
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/11/1005231250/el-salvador-plans-to-use-electricity-generated-from-volcanoes-to-mine-bitcoin
https://www.reuters.com/business/el-salvador-keep-dollar-legal-tender-seeks-world-bank-help-with-bitcoin-2021-06-16/
https://www.reuters.com/business/el-salvador-keep-dollar-legal-tender-seeks-world-bank-help-with-bitcoin-2021-06-16/
https://markets.businessinsider.com/currencies/news/el-salvador-bitcoin-legal-tender-cryptocurrency-collapse-economy-steve-hanke-2021-6-1030527428


9

Other nations, however, are seeing El Salvador’s move as an opportunity and inspiration, 

, where government leadership has instructed financial institutions to 

quickly get ready to accept cryptocurrencies.



The evolution of Bitcoin from a relative outsider to the financial system to a currency accepted 

by a national government is astonishing — President Bukele was the first to take the risk, and his 

country’s progress over the next months will signal whether other states will follow. If the 

challenges are successfully overcome, this time next year, El Salvador could just be one of a 

growing number of countries on a Bitcoin standard.





including Tanzania

"We hope that this decision will be just the beginning in providing a space where some of the 

leading innovators can reimagine the future of finance, potentially helping billions around the 

world."


—President Nayib Bukele



Emerging 
News:

El Salvador’s Bitcoin Beach, one of the fastest-growing 
global cryptocurrency projects, is highlighting the need 
for greater digital connectivity in developing nations:

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE READ MORE

READ MORE

Russian mining giant Nornickle has announced the 
world’s first Exchange Traded Commodities Fund 
backed by blockchain, trading on the London Stock 
Exchange:


Elon Musk has softened his stance on Bitcoin in a new 
statement that Tesla will consider reactivating BTC 
payments for cars once the cryptocurrency is proven 
to run on at least 50% renewables:


Africa is leading the world in the growth of 
peer-to-peer Bitcoin payments, demonstrating the 
technology’s value in emerging markets:

The World Economic Forum has published an article 
on the potential for Bitcoin and blockchain to move 
sustainability initiatives forward, and suggests many 
mining pools already use up to 78% renewable 
energy: 
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/how-blockchain-and-cryptocurrencies-can-help-build-a-greener-future/
https://financialpost.com/fp-finance/cryptocurrency/in-el-salvadors-bitcoin-beach-digital-divide-slows-uptake
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/energy/558341-elon-musk-says-tesla-will-reward-bitcoin-for-switching?amp&fbclid=IwAR1ArgJ9pKgc5t0XNvsXUfLsYJ4u7ITqjyXxtD1K9hkht-HWxsv5ci5Is_A
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/africa-leading-bitcoin-p2p-trading-080724935.html
https://www.kitco.com/news/2021-06-17/Nornickel-says-its-fund-is-first-ETC-issuer-to-use-blockchain.html


Oct 7th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

Nov 4th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

UPCOMING FREE EDUCATIONAL 
CLASSES:
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REGISTER NOW

REGISTER NOW

Aug 5th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

Sep 2nd 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOWREGISTER NOW

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/blockchain-economics-class-tickets-161030164557
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/staying-safe-when-investing-in-cryptocurrency-tickets-157013643033
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-bitcoin-clas-tickets-161029205689
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-blockchain-class-tickets-161028176611


12


Koleya Karringten

Bitcoin 2021 
Conference 
Recap: BTC Is 
Just Getting 
Started
When I first discovered Bitcoin almost 5 

years ago, I knew it was so much more than 

a technology – it was an innovation that 

had the potential to transform our society 

for the better, supported by a strong and 

passionate, albeit small, community. Now, 

after attending the massive Bitcoin 2021 

conference in Miami, I believe we’re at a 

critical turning point where the rest of 

world is waking up to its potential.


I admit that I sometimes struggle to answer – 

unless they have a few hours! – because it’s not a 

simple subject. It took me years to fully 

understand the rationale behind Bitcoin’s 

popularity as a store of value, and it’s not based 

on one factor, but a confluence of technological 

uniqueness, culture, different economic factors 

and decisions made by global political leaders. 


This is an interesting moment in time where 

Bitcoin is changing the world in dramatic ways, 

and it’s no wonder why people from all walks of 

life are so curious about where exactly its real 

value proposition is. This article will focus on 

the economics of Bitcoin and some of the 

political movements driving its price explosion 

and provide some resources for anyone 

interested in reading further. 

“We have elected to put our money and 

faith in a mathematical framework that is 

free of politics and human error.” 


- Tyler Winklevoss, Co-creator of 

Facebook
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When I heard about the conference, 

unprecedented in its scope and scale, I knew 

that despite the challenges of travelling during 

ongoing pandemic restrictions, the Canadian 

Blockchain Consortium needed to be there to 

represent our country’s interests and support 

the growth of our ecosystem. With 12,000 

attendees, there would be incredible 

opportunities to build bridges, discuss policy 

and bring attention to our talented companies 

from the international investment community. 



I’m so glad our delegation took a chance on 

attending in-person, because the growth we 

achieved in our Consortium’s network will help 

support the future of the Canadian blockchain 

industry – and we also learned an incredible 

amount from some of the top thought leaders in 

the international Bitcoin community. The 

amount of information was overwhelming, but I 

wanted to share a few of the key highlights from 

the conference.



Before attending the main part of the 

conference, the Consortium team attended a 

day-long seminar by Dr. Saifedean Ammous, the 

author of “The Bitcoin Standard: The 

Decentralized Alternative to Central Banking.” 

He took the class through the history of 

currency, the flaws in our current fiat system 

and put forward some fascinating ideas around 

Bitcoin’s benefits to the world. One of the most 

intriguing was that BTC’s , or 

the division of the current market supply by 

annual production, is a startlingly accurate 

predictor of price, 

stock-to-flow ratio

 and suggests that Bitcoin is a far more stable 

asset than in appears. A  with D. 

Ammous was published in this month’s 

Consortium Magazine, including some unique 

predictions about the future of the Bitcoin 

market. The popularity of Bitcoin couldn’t have 

been more clear on the first day of the 

conference, when we arrived at the Mana 

Wynwood Convention Center to a mile-long line 

up to get into the venue. It was worth the wait – 

and we got in just in time to catch visionary 

cypherpunk pioneer  talk on how 

Bitcoin fixes some of the biggest flaws in 

currency, just before Max Keiser and 

MicroStrategy CEO Michael Saylor took the 

stage for a high-energy fireside chat.



One of the top BTC investors and a driving force 

behind its investment mainstreaming, Saylor 

had some compelling ideas on the technology’s 

future – and on proof-of-work’s use of energy. 

The crowd roared when he made the statement 

that due to the rise of Bitcoin, "for the first time 

in history, we can grant property rights to seven 

billion people." 



This new accessibility of financial services, 

especially to the world’s 2 billion unbanked, was 

a constant theme throughout the event. He and 

Keiser followed this vision for Bitcoin’s benefits 

up by addressing its environmental critics, and 

discussed that BTC mining was already mostly 

done on renewable energy sources like 

hydroelectric, and like all industries, was 

evolving to be greener and collaborating on 

solutions via Saylor’s 

great interview

Nick Szabo’s

Bitcoin Mining Council.


https://saifedean.com/podcast/17-stock-to-flow-with-plan-b/
https://www.canadablockchain.ca/blockchain-magazine/
https://bitcoinmagazine.com/industry-events/nick-szabo-on-bitcoin-2021
https://www.coindesk.com/bitcoin-mining-council-michael-saylor-messaging
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As we walked around the large outdoor part of the 

venue meeting people and having discussions, it 

was hard not to notice that compared to past 

conferences I’d attended like 2019’s 

in Latvia, there were so many people 

who were clearly mainstream investors or from 

the corporate world. I had many conversations 

throughout the day with hedge fund managers, 

institutional investors and venture capitalists 

looking for opportunities, and all were very 

curious about Canada’s Bitcoin and blockchain 

ecosystem. 


In a later talk, a major symbol of the 

mainstreaming of Bitcoin - Twitter and Square 

CEO Jack Dorsey -made the strong statement that; 

“If I were not at Square or Twitter, I’d be working 

on bitcoin. If it needed more help than Square and 

Twitter, I would leave them for bitcoin.” Even 

though he was  for Twitter’s 

harsh censorship policies, it was a great moment 

that validated the commitment of so many in the 

community. The next day, a highlight was a panel 

on “ , where leaders from the 

Bitcoin community’s hard-core legion of believers 

spoke openly about their important role as 

defenders of the integrity of the network – and the 

hope it brings to the world. The humanitarian 

undertone of the conference was summed up well 

by BTC Lerk, a popular maximalist; “There is little 

left of freedom in this world, and bitcoin is just one 

of those things. We must make it accessible to all!”


The following talk on stage brough this point home 

in a stunning way. Although it was full of amazing 

insights and ideas,  nothing at the conference 

compared to the moment when Zap CEO

 announced, after a long lead up of hints 

about something big from the MC, 

Baltic 

Honeybadger 

booed by the crowd

toxic maximalism”

 Jack 

Mallers

https://bh2019.hodlhodl.com/
https://bh2019.hodlhodl.com/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/twitter-s-ceo-jack-dorsey-heckled-at-bitcoin-2021-conference-in-miami-121060500056_1.html
https://www.coindesk.com/president-of-el-salvador-says-hes-submitting-bill-to-make-bitcoin-legal-tender
https://www.coindesk.com/president-of-el-salvador-says-hes-submitting-bill-to-make-bitcoin-legal-tender
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One of Canada’s leading experts in 

cryptocurrency law, Matthew Burgoyne 

is a pioneer in the integration of digital 

assets and currency into the 

conventional financial system. In 2013, 

he began his journey in the blockchain 

sector advising companies on crypto law, 

and under his guidance, McLeod Law 

became the first full-service law firm to 

accept Bitcoin that year.



His unique expertise has enabled him to 

build a diverse base of clients in Canada 

and internationally in countries like the 

UK, Israel and China. Matthew is a 

frequent speaker and advisor on 

regulatory issues and chairs the 

Canadian Blockchain Consortium’s legal 

committee. A talented writer, he also 

pens articles on crypto regulatory issues 

for publications like Coindesk.


Matthew will be joining the Canadian 

Blockchain Consortium for an upcoming 

podcast on emerging trends in cryptocurrency 

law, what the mainstreaming of Bitcoin means 

for compliance and the securities implications 

of tokens.




Find Matthew at: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-burgoy

ne




Matthew Burgoyne , 
Partner, McLeod Law 
LLP

Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium Director 
and Chair of the Legal 
Committee 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-burgoyne
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-burgoyne


This June 10th, the Canadian Blockchain 

Association for Women (CBAW) and ecosystem 

partner the Canadian Blockchain Consortium 

hosted “Women in the New Economy”, a free 

virtual event that united women from across the 

industry to discuss opportunities for women in 

the blockchain and cryptocurrency sectors. 


Keynote speaker Lori Stein of Osler, Haskin and 

Harcourt LLP gave an inspiring talk on how 

specialization in crypto law helped her become 

a national leader in her industry, and Jacqueline 

Kim Perez, Head of Operations and Token 

Marketing for Covalent, gave a motivational talk 

on the power of crypto community building and 

unique ways to get engaged.


The event’s panel, featuring CBAW board 

members along with blockchain firm 

Mavennet’s Strategy and Operations Manager 

Ana Gabriel Lobo, discussed some of the top 

emerging opportunities for women in 

blockchain and digital assets, along with stories 

from their own personal journeys into the 

industry.


In the off-recording breakout room, women in 

the audience were open about the challenges 

they faced in the industry, including 

discrimination and exclusion, and discussed 

creative ways to build a more inclusive industry 

going forward.


Ideas, Inspiration 
and the Inclusive 
Future of 
Blockchain
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It was a fantastic event that inspired many 

women in attendance to reach out to CBAW to 

learn more and get involved, and the 

organization is looking forward to making 

announcements about its upcoming CBAW 

Blockchain Accelerator Grant Program, thanks 

to the event’s generous sponsors.


Each month, the Canadian Blockchain 

Consortium Magazine will be profiling a few of 

the events sponsors – they are all leaders in the 

industry and great supporters of inclusion, and 

we encourage you to visit them for more 

information on their company and services! 


Led by President and CEO Pamela Draper, 

 is one of Canada’s most trusted and 

expert cryptocurrency exchanges, backed by a 

team with decades of experience in traditional 

investment and corporate banking. With a 

focus on superior customer service, Bitvo has 

built a reputation for excellence in the 

emerging crypto sector and offers a 

proprietary solution for secure cold storge. 

Visit Bitvo to learn more about their financial 

services for Bitcoin, Bitcoin Cash, Litecoin, 

Ether, Dash, XRP, Ethereum Classic and 

QCAD.


Bitvo: Platinum Sponsor


Bitvo

https://bitvo.com/
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GuildOne Inc: Platinum Sponsor 


GuildOne

Covalent: Platinum Sponsor


Covalent

www.cbaw.io info@cbaw.io

Calgary’s  is the leading global blockchain solutions provider to the energy industry, with 

commercial software that provides transparent, secure and automated applications for diverse 

industry processes. Founded in 2001, GuildOne’s decades of expertise in complex database 

management has evolved into advanced smart contract products for Fortune 500 leaders and 

consortiums like the Houston-based Blockchain for Energy. With a strong focus on inclusion and 

sustainability, the company is a leader in numerous blockchain projects that support net-zero goals 

and Indigenous rights. 


With a cumulative 100 years in cryptocurrency experience, the team at  is a powerful 

force for innovation in DeFi. The company’s no-code solutions for uniting distributed assets on 

blockchain networks through a single API was developed to resolve the major infrastructural 

challenges to network scaling, and Covalent’s Alchemist Ambassador program is building a strong 

and inclusive global community of developers from all backgrounds and levels of expertise. Visit 

Covalent to see how you can get engaged!


Visit  or please contact  to inquire about grant sponsorships, our mission 

and other ways to get involved in building an inclusive blockchain industry!


https://guild1.co/
https://www.covalenthq.com/
http://www.cbaw.io
mailto:info@cbaw.io


One of the leading intellectual leaders of the 

international Bitcoin community, Dr. Saifedean 

Ammous is the author of the Bitcoin Standard: 

The Decentralized Alternative to Central Banking. 


After discovering Bitcoin in 2016, Dr. Ammous, an 

Assistant Professor of Economics at the Lebanese 

American University and a PhD graduate of 

Columbia University, was captivated by the 

technology’s power to overcome flaws in the 

traditional financial system and its alignment with 

the principles of the Austrian School of 

economics.  


Members of the Canadian Blockchain Consortium 

delegation to Bitcoin 2021 had the opportunity to 

attend his day-long course on the economics of the 

world’s first cryptocurrency and learn his views on 

the unique advantages of Bitcoin and why this is 

the right moment in time its widespread adoption 

of as a currency. 


His course covered a broad range of topics, 

starting with the evolution of currencies based on 

scarce resources, like precious metals, into the 

current inflation-prone fiat system. For the latter 

part of the class, he provided an engaging and 

unique lecture on the intrinsic qualities that make 

Bitcoin what he describes as the soundest form of 

money created by humanity to date.  
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Bitcoin 2021 
Interview: Dr. 
Saifedean 
Ammous

Magazine editor and Consortium Director 

Alexis Pappas joined Dr. Ammous for an 

interview covering his views on Bitcoin’s 

mainstream adoption, its growing number of 

environmental critics, and how a 

Bitcoin-centered economy could transform 

the world over the next two decades.



 As the Bitcoin market has evolved over the 

last two years – from being a relative outsider 

to the financial system to adoption by the 

world’s largest financial institutions – has this 

changed your perspective on BTC?


To be honest, I did not expect this level of 

institutional participation in Bitcoin, this was 

surprising to me. My expectation was that 

there would be many more years of evolution 

on the fringes of the financial system.



The original vision for Bitcoin was as a 

replacement for traditional banking – do you 

think this kind of integration is aligned with 

Satoshi Nakamoto’s original vision for the 

technology?


I don’t believe in a holy original vision. 

Bitcoin is a technology that gets used by 

anyone who wants to do so and evolves as all 

technologies do. The Wright brothers 

invented the airplane purely for recreational 

purposes, and now? So, there is no official 

purpose for Bitcoin or an authority that 

arbitrates its use, just a software free to use as 

we see fit.


Q:

A: 

Q: 

A: 



Q: 

A: 

We live in such an uncertain time, and the 

future is hard to predict – but if Bitcoin achieves 

wide adoption as a currency, what do you think 

the world will look like in 2040?


The most important thing is that everyone will 

be much wealthier – they will save the wealth 

they create rather than eroding it with fiat 

money, which loses 10% of its value every year. 

With currency as ¼ of all wealth, this amounts to 

a regressive tax on humanity. There will be more 

capital accumulation – a civilization with a far 

lower time preference where people care about 

the future. The world will be less dysfunctional 

and less corrupt.

Q: 

A: 

Q:

A: 

The difficulty mechanism of network 

consensus is at the heart of Bitcoin’s value – what 

is your perspective on the rising environmental 

criticisms of proof-of-work?


I don’t believe the concerns are justified. Every 

new technology advances and improves by 

allowing us to do more work for less human time 

and energy – like washing machines and cars – 

we delegate the hard part of labour to machines 

that perform work through the use of energy. 

Every improvement in our lives requires energy, 

and what matters is the value in return. I 

fundamental disagree with the notion that people 

get to pick and choose appropriate uses of 

energy. I believe secure savings are worth many 

multiples the current energy required for mining.



 Price volatility is another challenge to 

Bitcoin’s use as a currency. At what kind of 

market scale do you think its price will stabilize 

enough to avoid large swings?


It could be a market size of 30 trillion dollars, 

maybe $100 trillion. The scale has to be large 

enough that even the biggest institutional 

investors are unable to cause volatility. I think 

this could reasonably be achieved within 5-10 

years.
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“The whole point of bitcoin is not to make a 

small profit – it’s to protect against the 

government eroding the value of your wealth.”
20

BRADLEY: 



You haven’t 
missed the 
bitcoin boat

The point of money is to take the value you’ve 

created with your time, labour, and capital, 

and store it to use at another time and place. 

But cash is terrible at storing value, for one 

simple reason: governments print more 

dollars all the time and end up destroying 

their value. It’s a huge problem in Canada. On 

April 22, MP Pierre Poilievre tweeted that our 

central bank has bought $302 billion of the 

$354 billion in new of the new federal debt 

taken on since 2020, pointing to the 

government’s penchant for “paying bills with 

printed cash”. Money printing is out of control 

in this country. We need to go back to the 

principles of sound money – and bitcoin is the 

obvious answer.



Though you can trade bitcoin in any country 

in the world, it’s not controlled or 

manipulated by any one government. And key 

to retaining its value; it’s scarce. There will 

only ever be 21 million bitcoins and, with only 

3 million left to be issued over the next 120 

years or so, there will not be a meaningful 

influx to the market again.



That’s not to say bitcoin prices will be smooth 

and steady. There’s a good chance bitcoin will 

crash hard in the next 18 months. One of the 

currency’s biggest strengths – its lack of 

regulation – is also one of its thorns, in that it’s 

prone to wild fluctuations. The price could 

rise to $300,000 and then crash at $100,000. 

We just don’t know. But investing in bitcoin is 

still your safest bet if you want to store value 

over the long term. I cannot stress “long term” 

enough.

Bitcoin is volatile, but its ability to store value over 

the long term is what counts. In 2011, I had a 

conversation with a potential bitcoin buyer. 

Bitcoin had just spiked from $1.00 to $14.00 – its 

biggest increase. He decided not to invest. He was 

sure bitcoin had reached its peak.  “I can’t believe I 

missed it,” he said. A couple months later, when 

bitcoin had crashed to $3, I met someone else who 

said that they couldn’t believe that it was dead. 

Back then, it was hard for anyone to imagine 

bitcoin reaching $1,000 in value. But, as I write 

this today, 1 bitcoin is worth roughly 

CDN$43,000 after crashing from an all-time high 

of around $81,000 earlier this year.


Because bitcoin prices are so volatile, it’s easy for 

many would-be buyers to fall into a 2011 mindset, 

wondering if it’s too late to invest and, ultimately, 

pass on bitcoin. You have not missed the bitcoin 

boat. In fact, I believe there’s never a bad time to 

buy as much bitcoin as you can afford. And you 

don’t need to be a millionaire to invest; you can 

buy a fraction of a bitcoin today and add to your 

holdings every month, much like you would 

contribute to a savings account. Because, as I 

shared previously, cash is not king when it comes 

to saving money.



The coming months and years will be no 

different. Whether companies, forward-looking 

governments or individuals buy bitcoin and wait, 

I believe they’ll inevitably do better than any 

other investing strategy they could possibly 

choose. Rest assured, the bitcoin boat has room 

for plenty of us, and despite what some might 

think, it hasn’t passed us, yet.




 is the Chief Revenue Officer at 

Find him on Twitter at 
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If you’re looking to buy bitcoin and sell it in six 

months or a year, you’re taking a gamble you 

may not win. The whole point of bitcoin is not to 

make a small profit – it’s to protect against the 

government eroding the value of your wealth. 

However, if you’re willing to store your wealth in 

bitcoin and wait five years, it’s unlikely you will 

lose. I’m confident saying that because there’s 

never been a time in the history of bitcoin that 

you couldn’t put money in, wait five years and be 

massively up in value relative to Canadian or 

American dollars.  Many supporters of 

government fiat currency will say you should not 

invest more than you can afford to lose, be it in 

bitcoin or anything else. But I look at the 

opportunity differently. Personally, I only leave 

in dollars what I can afford to lose. Between the 

money-printing and excessive inflation we’re 

seeing in Canada, our dollars are losing value 

every minute of every day. That’s why CEOs of 

major companies around the world, including 

MicroStrategy, Tesla and Square, are replacing 

cash with bitcoin on their balance sheets. By 

holding the world’s leading cryptocurrency, 

they’ve found a better way to generate long-term 

returns and hedge against inflation.



Even compared to gold, bitcoin wins. In a recent 

interview with Stansberry Research, hit 

television show Shark Tank’s Kevin O’Leary 

praised bitcoin’s ability to store value. “Clearly, if 

you’re looking for a hedge against inflation or 

against fiat currency risk, which is now becoming 

a concern globally because of all the printing 

presses going on in Europe and the U.S., the thing 

to have held for the last 24 months has not been 

gold, it’s been bitcoin.”
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https://westernstandardonline.com/2021/06/bradley-you-havent-missed-the-bitcoin-boat/


ANNOUNCING 

CANADA BLOCKCHAIN WEEK

NOVEMBER 15TH - 19TH  2021


8:00 AM MST - 12:00 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

22

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canada-blockchain-week-tickets-148543101415


UPCOMING WEBINARS

July 1st, 2021


11:30 AM MST - 12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

23

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/custody-solutions-for-better-crypto-security-tickets-160889259105


UPCOMING WEBINARS

July 8th, 2021


11:30 AM MST - 12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

24

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/deconstructing-iiroccsa-staff-notice-21-329-tickets-152434155663


UPCOMING ROUNDTABLE

REGISTER NOW

July 22nd 2021


1:00 PM EST - 3:00 PM EST
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/digital-asset-regulatory-roundtable-tickets-160875082703
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3IQ


Bidali


BIGG Digital Assets


BitBuy


Bitcoin Well


Bitvo


Blockchain Foundry Inc.


Address: 40 King St. West, Suite 1700, 
Toronto, ON M5H 3Y2

Phone: 416-639-2130

Website: 3iq.ca

Contact: info@3iq.ca



Address: 630 8 Ave SW #600, Calgary, 
AB T2P 1G6

Phone: +1 866-302-4084

Website: www.bidali.com

Contact: support.spend@bidali.com



Address: 1199 West Pender Street Suite 
410 Vancouver, BC V6E 2R1

Phone: 778-819-8704

Website: biggdigitalassets.com

Contact: info@blockchaingroup.io



Address: 110 Cumberland St, Toronto, 
ON M5V 3V5

Website: bitbuy.ca

Contact: contact@bitbuy.ca.



Address: 10142 82 Avenue NW, 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1Z4

Phone: +1-888-711-3866

Website: bitcoinwell.com

Contact: help@bitcoinwell.com.



Address: 500 4 Ave SW #2500, 
Calgary, AB T2P 2V6

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: bitvo.com

Contact: support@bitvo.com.



Address: 2300 Yonge Street, Suite 
1600, Toronto, ON  M4P 1E4

Phone: 604-644-8767

Website: blockchainfoundry.co

Contact: sales@blockchainfoundry.co





FINANCE

Coinsquare


DLT Labs


Dominion Blockchain Solutions


DVeX


Ninepoint Partners


RevoluGROUP


StableCorp


The AML Shop


Virgo CX


Address: 590 King St W, Toronto, ON M5V 
1M3

Phone: +1 877-620-9006

Website: coinsquare.com

Contact: support@coinsquare.com



Address: 55 University Ave 12 Floor, Toronto, 
ON M5J 2H7

Phone: 647-350-8972

Website: dltlabs.com

Contact: info@dltlabs.com



Address: 250 Yonge Street, Suite 2201, Toronto, 
ON M5B 2L7

Phone: 647-477-7767

Website: dombit.ca

Contact: info@dombit.ca



Address: 370 King Street West, Suite 701, 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 1J9

Website: dvex.io

Contact: support@dvex.io



Address: 200 Bay St Suite 2700, Toronto, ON 
M5J 2J1

Phone: +1-888-362-7172

Website: ninepoint.com

Contact: invest@ninepoint.com



Address: Suite 1610 - 777 Dunsmuir Street 
Vancouver, BC Canada V7Y 1K4

Phone: 604-687-3376

Website: revolugroup.com

Contact: info@RevoluGROUP.com



Address: 2967 Dundas Street West, #922, 
Toronto, ON M6P 1Z2

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: stablecorp.ca

Contact: info@stablecorp.ca



Address: 130 Queens Quay East, West Tower, 
Suite #506, Toronto, Ontario M5A 3Y5

Phone: 1-877-701-0555

Website: theamlshop.ca

Contact: contactus@theamlshop.ca



Address: 45 Sheppard Ave E Suite 803, North 
York, ON M2N 5N1

Phone: 416-583-1838

Website: virgocx.ca

Contact: support@virgocx.ca
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MINING

AGRICULTURE

ENERGY AND RESOURCES

Bitfarms


Cryptologic


DMG Blockchain


HIVE Blockchain


HUT 8


Mining Colocation


vBit Technologies


Address: 1376 Bayview Ave, Unit 1, 
Toronto, ON M4G 3A1

Phone: 514-277-3508

Website: bitfarms.ca

Contact: info@bitfarms.io



Address: 5 Hazelton Avenue, Suite 300. 
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2E1

Phone: 647-715-3707

Website: cryptologic.com

Contact: investor@cryptologic.com



Address: 795 Hwy 395, Christina Lake, 
BC. V0H 1E0

Phone: 778-300-6115

Website: dmgblockchain.com

Contact: investors@dmgblockchain.com



Address: 555 Burrard Street Vancouver, 
British Columbia V7X 1M8

Phone: 604-664-1078

Website: hiveblockchain.com

Contact: info@hiveblockchain.com



Address: 130 King Street West, Suite 
1800. Toronto, Ontario, M5X 2A2

Phone: 1-647-256-1992

Website: hut8mining.com

Contact: info@hut8mining.com



Address: 7007 Islington Ave, 
Woodbridge, ON L4L 1V8

Phone: 647-361-7442

Website: miningcolocation.com

Contact: sales@miningcolocation.com



Address: 6403 Burbank Rd SE, Calgary, 
AB T2H 2E1

Phone: +1-877-220-4518

Website: vbitmining.com

Contact: marketing@vbitmining.comm



WCSB Blockchain Infrastructure 

Address: 1500, 250 - 2 Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0C1

Phone: 587-475-0210

Website: 
www.tidewatermidstream.com

Contact: 
info@tidewatermidestream.com


Grain Discovery


eXeBlock Technology


Farmers Edge


TrustBIX


Address: 461 King St W 3rd floor, Toronto, 
ON M5V 1K4

Website: graindiscovery.com

Contact: info@graindiscovery.com



Address: Suite 280 - 1090 W Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC V6E 3V7

Phone: 604-899-0106

Website: exeblock.ca

Contact: rrandall@exeblock.ca



Address: 25 Rothwell Road, Winnipeg, MB 
R3P 2M5

Phone: 1-866-724-3343

Website: farmersedge.ca

Contact: support@farmersedge.ca



Address: 10607 82 St NW 2nd Floor, 
Edmonton, AB T6A 3N2

Phone: 780-456-2207

Website: trustbix.com

Contact: info@trustbix.com


GuildOne Inc


Mavennet


Peer Ledger 


Address: 333 5 Ave SW #940, Calgary, AB 
T2P 3B6

Phone: 403-209-3001

Website: guild1.com

Contact: support@guild1.com



Address: 129 Spadina Ave, Toronto, ON 
M5V 2L3

Website: mavennet.com

Contact: info@mavennet.com



Address: 1505 Barrington St #246, Halifax, 
NS B3J 3K5

Phone: 902-452-6140

Website: peerledger.com

Contact: sales@peerledger.com
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EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH

DIGITAL IDENTITY
Blockchain Research Institute


Blockchain Finance Academy


Canadian Blockchain Consortium


Canadian Blockchain Association for 
Women


Canadian Blockchain Supply Chain 
Association


CryptoChicks


Address: 111 Peter St Unit 503, Toronto, 
ON M5V 2H1

Phone: 416-863-8809

Website: blockchainresearchinstitute.org

Contact: 
info@blockchainresearchinstitute.org



Address: 8888 Keele Street Vaughan, ON 
L4K 2N2 

Phone: 905-669-8858

Website: bf.academy

Contact: info@bf.academy



Address: 

Phone: 

Website: canadablockchain.ca

Contact: info@canadablockchain.ca



Address: 510 6th Ave SE, Calgary AB T2G 
1L7

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: cbaw.io

Contact: info@cbaw.io



Address: 1403 Rue Denault, Chambly, QC 
J3L 0C4

Phone: 438-800-2311

Website: cbsca.ca

Contact: info@cbsca.ca



Address: #1109 33 Singer Crt, Toronto, 
ON, M2K0B4

Phone: 1-833-224-4257

Website: cryptochicks.ca

Contact: stayintouch@cryptochicks.ca



Digital Finance Institute


DIACC


Address: 30 Wellington St W 5th Floor, 
Toronto, ON M5L 1B1

Phone: 604-601-2046

Website: digitalfinanceinstitute.org

Contact: 
admin@digitalfinanceinstitute.org



Address: 720 King Street West, Suite 302. 
Toronto, ON M5V3S5

Website: diacc.ca

Contact: info@diacc.ca



Bluink


1D Network


SecureKey Technologies


Terrahub Technologies


Address: 137 Second Ave, Ottawa, ON 
K1S 2H4

Phone: 613-695-9585

Website: bluink.ca

Contact: info@bluink.ca



Address: 204, 240 11th Ave SW, Calgary 
AB T2R 0C3

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: 1dnetwork.com

Contact: support@1d.network



Address: 4101 Yonge St #501, North York, 
ON M2P 1N6

Phone: 416-477-5625

Website: securekey.com

Contact: info@securekey.com



Address: Suite 1500, 125 9 Ave SE, 
Calgary, AB T2G 0P6

Phone: 403-968-8471

Website: terrahub.ca

Contact: info@terrahub.ca



We are Canada’s largest not 
for profit industry 

organization dedicated to 
supporting Canada’s 

technology ecosystem
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DEVELOPEMENT

Antino Labs Private Limited 


Aversan Labs


Bitswift Technology Solutions


Brainsmiths Labs


Gyroscopic Inc.


HebronSoft 


Address: 13352 105a Ave, Surrey, BC V3T 
2A5

Phone: (236) 880-7362

Website: antino.io

Contact: info@antino.io



Address: 30 Eglinton Ave W, Mississauga, 
ON L5R 3E7

Phone: (416) 289-1554

Website: aversanlabs.com

Contact: info@aversanlabs.com



Address: 556 O'Connor Dr #123b, 
Kingston, ON K7P 1N3

Phone: (613) 766-1110

Website: bitswift.tech

Contact: hello@bitswift.tech



Address: 26730 56th Ave, Unit 103 
Aldergrove BC V4W 3X5

Phone: +1-818-284-6556

Website: brainsmiths.com

Contact: support@brainsmithlabs.com



Address: 270 George St N #301, 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3H1

Phone: (647) 885-7687

Website: gyroscopic.ca

Contact: contact@gyroscopic.ca



Address: 70 King St. West Suite 805 
Toronto, Ontario.

Phone: +38-097-821-8443

Website: hebronsoft.com

Contact: сontact-us@hebronsoft.com



ITM House


TTT Studios


Winterwind


ProofSys Inc.


Address: 260 Carlaw Ave, Toronto, ON 
M4M 3L1

Phone: +1-833-486-3387

Website: itmhouse.com

Contact: info@itmhouse.com



Address: 777 Dunsmuir St #1250, 
Vancouver, BC V7Y 1G6

Phone: +1 888-315-4476

Website: ttt.studio

Contact: info@ttt.studio



Address: 3168 Riverwalk Ave, Vancouver, 
BC. Canada

Website: winterwind.com

Contact: anthony@winterwind.com 



Address: 1 Yonge Street, Suite 1801 
Toronto, ON M5E 1W7 Canada

Website: https://proofsys.io

Contact Support: info@proofsys.io 



WANT TO BE LISTED IN 
THE CANADIAN 

BLOCKCHAIN DIRECTORY? 
PLEASE SUBMITT YOUR 

REQUEST TO 
INFO@CANADABLOCKCHA

IN.CA
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