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Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium | Executive 
Director  Profile

As the Executive Director of the Canadian 

Blockchain Consortium, Koleya Karringten is 

the driving force behind the organization’s 

mission, growth and international 

collaboration. Under her leadership, the 

Consortium has built a strong core team of 

over 40 industry experts – a formidable brain 

trust that supports the organization’s mandate 

of education, government and corporate 

advisory, and the global promotion of Canada’s 

thriving blockchain ecosystem.



Like many people in the blockchain industry, 

Koleya’s journey started in a completely 

different discipline. As the CEO of cleantech 

company Absolute Combustion, she was 

driven to build solutions for a better world – 

and when she was first introduced to Bitcoin 

almost 5 years ago, she immediately saw this 

new technology’s potential to help solve some 

of the world’s biggest challenges. She quickly 

began engaging with international thought 

leaders, developers and entrepreneurs in the 

blockchain space, and realized that Canada had 

all of the right elements to become a major hub 

for Bitcoin mining and financial services. Prior 

to accepting leadership of the Consortium, 

then a small monthly meet-up group, Koleya 

started her own mining operation along with 

educational firm Bitquest.


Her vision for the Consortium has been fueled 

by her strong convictions that blockchain’s 

qualities of decentralization and self-sovereignty 

are the solutions to a fairer and more prosperous 

world – one where all people can access essential 

financial services and protect their wealth from 

unpredictable external forces.


Koleya’s passion for inclusion also led her to 

become a founding board member of the 

Canadian Blockchain Association for women, 

and she has won numerous awards for her 

philanthropy, mentorship and accomplishments. 

A frequent publisher of articles and blog posts on 

emerging trends and news in blockchain, her 

work can be found here:  

https://www.koleya.ca/blog/


https://www.koleya.ca/blog/
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To me, the month of August has been a sort of 

relaxing and low-key time, waiting for the 

action (and people!) to return soon after 

Labour Day. This year feels different – so 

much is happening in the blockchain industry 

that its forward momentum hasn’t paused for 

a moment.


Both crypto and enterprise blockchain feel 

like they’ve hit a critical inflection point and 

are rapidly accelerating towards massive, large 

scale and meaningful adoption by the world’s 

established industries and institutions. 


The continued volatility in the cryptocurrency 

markets hasn’t stopped the mass movement of 

mainstream financial institutions towards 

crypto payments and services, with new 

investors like the US $2.3 trillion Capital 

International Group taking a major 12% stake 

in Michael Saylor’s Microstrategy. 


Investor sentiment is once again starting to 

turn bullish, and more capital may soon be 

coming from conservative sources - according 

to a recent Fidelity survey, 70% of the 1,100 

institutional investors they polled expect that 

they will soon be holding digital assets on their 

books.



Blockchain’s applications for business and 

government infrastructure have also turned a 

corner. After years of being stuck in what 

Gartner calls the “trough of disillusionment”, 

blockchain fintech companies raised a record 

$4.4B in Q2 of 2021, and hundreds of 

companies with non-financial applications like 

cybersecurity and ESG held successful VC 

raises.



What is so inspiring about this moment in time 

is that when it comes to blockchain, Canada 

has so many things that the world wants and 

needs. We have abundant clean energy, 

talented developers and a growing integration 

between our crypto and traditional financial 

sectors, making us a great place to mine, 

innovate and invest – and I think we’re just 

getting started.


Letter from the Editor :

Money, Momentum and 
the Months Ahead
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Canada’s Federal Government has spent 

decades – and countless dollars – trying to 

understand what lies ahead in our economic 

future. As a mature, slow-growth economy, 

opportunities for new market booms or to the 

ability to generate US-style tech unicorns have 

been few and far between.


A glance through Canada’s 

 with is thousands of pages of national 

policy recommendations, reveals a country 

trying very hard to reimagine its future. Digital 

adoption is a consistent priority, along with the 

challenging question of how Canada can move 

beyond its economic reliance on raw natural 

resources.  


It’s the merger of these two overarching 

priorities that seems to point the way forward 

– our rapidly growing cleantech industry, a 

by-product of the needs of our energy sector, 

has received billions in government support, 

and so have efforts to digitalize and optimize 

our other historical economic drivers like 

manufacturing, agriculture, forestry and 

mining.


Economic Strategy 

Tables,

Despite a tremendous amount of public 

capital, like the  invested in 

AI since 2015, Canada’s purely digital 

industries have lagged. Very recently, we’ve 

gotten better at building digital unicorns – in 

fact, of them last year - 

but we can’t escape our geography and geology. 



– The Honorable Sandeep Bains, Minister of 

Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development



Nor would we want to, because our traditional, 

carbon-intensive sectors are a massive 

advantage in the digital world. Our economic 

remodeling needs to be a process of synthesis 

and finding creative ways to bring our past – 

the traditional resource and land industries 

that still make up a large part of Canada’s GDP 

– into the digital future.


This is where cryptocurrency mining is 

providing a compelling opportunity for 

Canada to leverage both our natural 

abundance and technology expertise – and the 

timing couldn’t be better. Recent restrictions 

on crypto mining in China have left thousands 

of mining operations looking for a new home, 

and North America has become their 

destination of choice.


In particular, Texas has attracted dozens of 

major mining operations since new broke 

about the China ban. Governor Greg Abbott 

has been a vocal supporter of the Great Crypto 

Migration, repeating a headline in a June tweet 

that: 

more than a billion

Vancouver spawned 7 

"Today, the digital economy is the economy. 

There is not a single industry that digital 

technologies don't touch anymore.”


Recent moves by 
crypto miners to 
Canada’s energy 
producing regions 
are showing an 
unexpected path 
forward to a new 
digital future

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/098.nsf/eng/home
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/098.nsf/eng/home


Reasons cited for the support are job creation, 

new consumers of the state’s abundant 

renewable energy, and importantly, that 

becoming a global hub for crypto miners will 

help build a stronger digital economy and 

attract a plethora of other innovative 

companies like payments solutions, DeFi, chip 

manufacturers, investment services, and 

others. 



If we want to build a stronger digital sector, we 

should be paying attention – because crypto 

mining is just the start, and the beneficial 

impact of embracing this industry goes far 

beyond the taxes paid by companies or jobs 

created by data centers. 



Just like our energy sector is orbited by 

countless cleantech and services businesses, 

mining acts as an anchor for a much broader 

industry, with many companies with the 

potential to become the unicorns Canada has 

been searching for and provide a new stream 

of revenue for Canada’s energy producers. We 

may lack Texas’s government support and 

advocacy for our mining industry, but there are 

definite signs that our own industry is about to 

take off. In July, Optimum Mining Host (OMH) 

and Black Rock Petroleum Company (BRPC) 

announced plans to bring one million miners 

from China to natural gas producing sites in 

Canada.


Other companies like the Vancouver-based 

(IMIN.V) demonstrate how crypto 

production can be just the catalyst for success 

in the wider digital finance market, and how 

these firms can quickly evolve to offer a wide 

portfolio of investment, transaction and 

blockchain infrastructure services and 

products. Our crypto miners are also exporting 

Canadian expertise across the world - in April 

of this year, Bitfarms publicized the 

development of a  in 

Argentina, and miner Digihost recently 

announced plans to  in 

North Tonawanda, NY.



Public support will help this industry 

accelerate, and the Canadian Blockchain 

Consortium is excited to announce the 

upcoming publication of a series of 

whitepapers that will examine the economic 

impact of cryptocurrency, mining and 

blockchain technologies on the Alberta and 

Canadian economy. 



Created to inform public sector policy and 

economic strategy, publication dates and 

upcoming presentations will be announced in 

future editions. With our natural advantages, 

Canada has a unique opportunity to succeed in 

this growing industry – and ensuring that 

leaders and regulators are fully informed is a 

key to our future success.

iMining 

massive mining facility

purchase a power plant

“Cryptocurrency wins votes of confidence 

from Gov. Abbott & Texas Department of 

Banking. Texas is open for Crypto 

business.”

“We believe that the energy asset owners of 

today can become the essential bitcoin miners 

of tomorrow.”


Bitcoin is Key to an Abundant, Clean Energy 

Future (Square, 2021) 7

https://www.imining.com/about-us/
https://www.coindesk.com/bitfarms-bitcoin-mining-facility-argentina
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/canadian-cryptocurrency-company-plans-to-buy-north-tonawanda-power-plant/article_8b9a8eba-e8b0-11eb-a010-2354a7440301.html
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Across the world, small and medium sized 

enterprises are moving from survival mode 

into something more like revival mode – as 

the pandemic shifts from an acute crisis into a 

more manageable form, businesses are seeing 

a new landscape that requires creative 

thinking and far lower costs. Small business 

survival ≠is critical – in Canada, where SMEs 

make up 98% of all employer businesses, they 

experienced a much  from the 

pandemic than large enterprises. 



Technology has been the path forward across 

all industries, with a massive acceleration in 

digital adoption, and the 

 overcome can help many of the 

challenges facing SMEs in the post-COVID 

economy. Some of the key benefits include:



harder hit

intrinsic qualities of 

blockchain

     


      Reducing the need for intermediaries like 

lawyers and accountants



     Protecting data through privacy, security 

and immutability



     Streamlining record keeping, asset tracking 

and compliance



     Accessing a new customer market through 

crypto payments 



Like any big technology shift, blockchain 

adoption typically comes with higher costs 

than small businesses can support, and large 

enterprises are building the infrastructure for 

SME blockchain adoption. 



Blockchain-as-a-service (BAAS) is becoming a 

widespread offering from major technology 

providers like AWS and IBM, democratizing 

access for small enterprises to infrastructure 

and applications like smart contracts and 

supply chain traceability.  With a large number 

of blockchain solutions firms and major 

companies like  launching crypto 

payments services in the US, and with 

 to be developing plans for 

accepting BTC, it’s becoming more 

mainstream for SMEs to access new 

customers through crypto payment options. 



This is a fast-growing market – in 2020, 

Payments Canada estimated that just 400-500 

retail businesses in Canada accepted Bitcoin, 

making it a strong differentiator and market 

advantage. 

Paypal

Amazon rumoured

Special Industry 
Report: 



Can Blockchain Accelerate the 

Growth of SMEs?

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2021001/article/00009-eng.htm
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/365984
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/365984
https://www.theverge.com/2021/3/30/22357246/paypal-buy-with-bitcoin-litecoin-ethereum-crypto-checkout
https://interestingengineering.com/amazon-may-accept-cryptocurrency-payments-in-the-future
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Access to investment capital is another important mover behind SME adoption of blockchain, 

and a quickly growing market for DeFi solutions. According to the , micro, small and 

medium sized enterprises (MSMEs) have unmet financing needs of US $5.2 trillion a year – and 

while regions like Africa and the Middle East have the lowest access to banking services, Canada 

has its own set of serious challenges. 



Canada’s SMEs have access to banking services, just not capital – our conservative and 

risk-averse lending practices mean our smaller enterprises have the 

 among the G7 nations, especially for intangible, technology-based companies. In the 

coming years, blockchain has the potential to play a major role in our SME financing, along with 

diverse benefits for payments, value creation and supply chain management.

World Bank

lowest level of business 

loans

CONTACT US TODAY

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/smefinance
https://brookfieldinstitute.ca/financing-the-intangible-shift/
https://brookfieldinstitute.ca/financing-the-intangible-shift/
https://bitcoinwell.com/


Emerging 
News:

His volatile tweets may be starting to lose their impact 
on the BTC market, but Elon Musk’s recent statement 
that Tesla will likely accept Bitcoin again is a sign that 
retailers have faith in the crypto’s improving 
sustainability:

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE
READ MORE

READ MORE

Amazon, the world’s largest internet-based 
company, doesn’t currently accept 
cryptocurrency – but a recent job posting for a 
digital currency expert is causing buzz that the 
retail giant might be looking towards adoption:

A sleepy town in upstate New York, Tonawanda 
is advocating for regulators to allow the 
purchase of its power plant by Canadian crypto 
miners DigiHost, citing new jobs and a big 
economic benefit:

Alberta RCMP have issued a warning about a 
growing number of Bitcoin scams – a PSA to 
please never respond to phone calls or emails 
soliciting crypto investments, business 
opportunities or job offers that require your 
financial data!

EDMONTON, Alberta, July 28, 2021 (GLOBE 
NEWSWIRE) -- Bitcoin Well Inc. (“Bitcoin Well” or 
the “Company”), a company offering convenient, 
secure and reliable ways to buy, sell and use bitcoin 
through a trusted Bitcoin ATM network and suite of 
web-based transaction services, is pleased to 
announce that, effective at the opening of markets on 
Friday, July 30, 2021, the common shares of Bitcoin 
Well will commence trading on the TSX Venture 
Exchange (the "TSXV") as a Tier 2 Technology Issuer 
under the symbol "BTCW".
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https://finance.yahoo.com/news/bitcoin-well-announces-commencement-trading-152900379.html?guccounter=1
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/energy/558341-elon-musk-says-tesla-will-reward-bitcoin-for-switching?amp&fbclid=IwAR1ArgJ9pKgc5t0XNvsXUfLsYJ4u7ITqjyXxtD1K9hkht-HWxsv5ci5Is_A
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/blockchain-company-chief-says-north-tonawanda-power-plant-deal-would-create-jobs/article_08eb0488-ebf1-11eb-b099-d7fdaf3046eb.html
https://lethbridgenewsnow.com/2021/04/29/alberta-rcmp-warn-residents-about-bitcoin-scams/
https://www.theverge.com/2021/7/24/22591754/amazon-hiring-cryptocurrency-aws-payments-jassy


Oct 7th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

Nov 4th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

UPCOMING FREE EDUCATIONAL 
CLASSES:

11

REGISTER NOW

REGISTER NOW

Aug 5th 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

Sep 2nd 11:30 Am MST — 


12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOWREGISTER NOW

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/blockchain-economics-class-tickets-161030164557
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/staying-safe-when-investing-in-cryptocurrency-tickets-157013643033
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-bitcoin-clas-tickets-161029205689
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-blockchain-class-tickets-161028176611


12


Koleya Karringten

Alberta Needs to 
Pay Attention to 
The Bitcoin 
Boom in Texas 

When I first started getting interested in 

Bitcoin, what really captured my 

imagination was the unique technology 

behind the world’s first digital currency. A 

whole ecosystem of advanced computers 

racing to solve a complex mathematical 

puzzle, with the winners receiving a prize – 

and maintaining the security and integrity 

of the network at the same time. It’s a 

fascinating process. 


How does it work? It’s all - 

miners receive Bitcoin as a reward for 

completing unique "blocks" of verified 

transactions, such as sales or purchases, which 

are then added forever to the massive Bitcoin 

blockchain, which can never be altered. 


The likelihood that a miner will be the one to 

discover the solution is related to their portion of 

the total mining power on the network, causing 

miners to join their individual power – or hash 

rate – together in mining pools, making it very 

much a team sport.


The more I learned, the more I wanted to be a 

part of what I believed was the future of money. I 

went all-in, and transformed the basement of my 

house into a mining operation, installing heavy 

duty shelves and cooling equipment and buying 

the latest hardware. It was a great experience 

that taught me a lot – and left me with an 

enduring appreciation for the industry.


about transactions 

https://www.coindesk.com/learn/bitcoin-101/what-is-bitcoin


13

With countless articles in my news feed lately, 

it’s clear that 

 Earlier this summer, state Governor 

Greg Abbott made it clear in a series of policy 

announcements and tweets that Texas was open 

for Bitcoin business, with dozens of major 

Bitcoin miners, in urgent need of moving 

locations, announcing plans for new facilities, 

like  data center.



Local officials, like the  

are also making news for their support of major 

new Bitcoin mining projects, including a Bitmain 

project to repurpose an old aluminum plant into 

a large-scale data center. Across the state, it’s 

become a renaissance for the economy, and 

rapidly accelerating due to what’s being called 

the Great Crypto Migration out of China.


Why are miners looking for a new home? In the 

last few months, China, which hosted the 

majority of the world’s hashing power, has 

announced a series of  that are 

making it impossible for miners to operate. 

Millions of mining rigs, many operating on 

power from the country’s massive hydroelectric 

dams or coal plants, have been displaced in a 

short period of time.



Motivations for this move are still speculative – 

the Chinese government has made claims about 

concerns over BTC’s sustainability, but others 

believe that the country needed the power for 

big upcoming manufacturing projects, and that it 

also wanted to limit participation in Bitcoin to 

remove competition from its , which 

will be one of the world’s first Central Bank 

Digital Currencies. 


Texas also appreciates crypto 

mining.

BIT Mining’s $25M

mayor of Rockdale, TX,

restrictive policies

Digital Yuan

Regardless of why, the mining industry is now 

in the difficult position of needing to move and 

host an incredible number of miners, and for 

that, they need inexpensive power and friendly 

local governments. In the case of Texas, 

Governor Greg Abbott has even been 

announcing plans for 

and has moved for the state’s 

banking sector to support crypto services.



He wisely understands that the benefits go far 

beyond just the jobs created by data centers, the 

taxes paid by companies, and or the fees for 

energy consumption. Bitcoin mining builds a 

whole ancillary economy that involves 

technology firms, hardware and chip 

manufacturers, cloud providers and a whole 

range of other services and products.


Just like our oil & gas industry spawned a 

massive number of technology, product and 

service companies in its orbit, crypto mining 

does the same for the new digital world, and has 

a flow-over effect of innovation and job creation 

that impacts the rest of the economy. Crypto 

mining is just the beginning.



Other governments are now seeing the 

economic benefits. At June’s Bitcoin 2021 

conference in Miami, where more than 10,000 

people gathered to learn about the latest 

technology and thought leadership, mining was 

a huge part of the story. The now-famous 

announcement by El Salvador that the country 

had a pending bill to make BTC legal tender was 

followed up by the revelation of plans to build a 

massive, 

BTC acceptance at 

grocery stores, 

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/06/15/chinas-bitcoin-miner-exodus-.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/06/15/chinas-bitcoin-miner-exodus-.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/07/08/bitcoin-mining-texas-electricity/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/more-bitcoin-miners-setting-shop-164500005.html?guccounter=1
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/06/china-cracks-down-on-crypto-related-services-in-ongoing-war-on-bitcoin.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/24/the-us-is-deciding-how-to-respond-to-chinas-digital-yuan.html
https://twitter.com/gregabbott_tx/status/1406104291950071808?lang=en
https://twitter.com/gregabbott_tx/status/1406104291950071808?lang=en
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state-run sustainable mining operation using the 

country’s abundant . Changing 

an economy needs leadership, and this has to 

come from the top down.



Without Governor Abbott’s strong support, Texas 

wouldn’t have become the next big Bitcoin mining 

hub, and Alberta needs the same public sector 

backing if we’re going to compete with other 

energy producing regions. And it’s also good for 

the energy concerns around crypto mining, 

because Alberta’s high regulatory standards will 

help improve the overall ESG profile of Bitcoin. 



Canada is already a prime target location for 

displaced Chinese mining operations, or for US 

miners looking to expand internationally. Just last 

week, Black Rock Petroleum Company and 

Optimum Mining Host 

to move as many as 1 million mining rigs to 

Canada, most of which will operate on Alberta’s 

abundant natural gas.



This is a huge project that could have a major 

economic impact on our province – and in our 

ecosystem, I’m hearing a lot of news about other 

companies planning expansion of existing sites by 

bringing in equipment or partners from China. 

Alberta spent an incredible amount of money 

trying and failing to lure tech companies like 

Amazon – we could benefit tremendously from 

making an effort towards supporting the Great 

Crypto Migration.


geothermal power

announced a joint project 

https://www.npr.org/2021/06/11/1005231250/el-salvador-plans-to-use-electricity-generated-from-volcanoes-to-mine-bitcoin
https://www.tweaktown.com/news/80674/1-million-bitcoin-mining-rigs-being-moved-from-china-to-canada/index.html
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One of Canada’s top entrepreneurs and 

thought leaders in blockchain and 

cryptocurrency, Emma Todd has been a 

powerful force behind the adoption of 

these emerging technologies in diverse 

industries. 


With her deep understanding of the 

critical importance of narrative, 

messaging and marketing, as the CEO of 

MMH Blockchain Group, Emma has 

used her unique expertise to transform 

the way banks, crypto and mining 

companies reach new markets and 

embrace innovation.


Widely recognized for her achievements, 

Emma has been nominated for awards 

including the Top 100 Black Women to 

watch in Canada in 2020 and the RBC 

2020 Women Entrepreneur Awards and 

is a frequent public speaker. 


During her inspiring talks and panels, which 

often focus on the beneficial social impact of 

blockchain, Emma has shared the stage with 

United Nations Ambassadors, Al Gore, Edward 

Snowden, Vitalik Buterin, Ben Goertzel, and 

other political and technology leaders. 


Most recently, Emma spoke at the global 

Mining Disrupt conference in Miami, where she 

represented Canadian blockchain and 

cryptocurrency company iMining (IMIN:V) as 

their new Head of Mining.


Find Emma at: https://www.emmavtodd.com/




Emma Todd , CEO, 
MMH Blockchain 
Group

Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium Director 
and Chair of the 
Fintech Committee 

https://www.emmavtodd.com/


Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the Nigerian director 

general of the World Trade Organization, has 

been a force of nature in bringing attention to 

the urgent global need for sustainable and 

equitable finance. The first woman – and first 

African – to serve as the WTO’s top executive, 

she has a rare understanding of just how 

challenging developing nations are for women 

to access financial services and grow businesses.


The need for greater financial inclusion has, 

unfortunately, become highlighted due to the 

rising inequity resulting from the COVID-19 

pandemic, and Okonjo-Iweala has recently 

spoken about her views on blockchain 

technology as an emerging solution to some of 

the biggest global inequities.


On a panel of G20 leaders that addressed the 

urgent need for crisis-resilience against possible 

future disruptions like the pandemic, 

Cointelegraph editor-in-chief Kristina Cornèr 

asked the panelists for their opinion on 

blockchain technology – and the WTO director 

general had a fantastic answer.


 “Of course blockchain is something that brings 

more transparency in the way that business is 

done and removes intermediaries,” she said. “I 

think that particularly in the finance area the 

ability to introduce this into transactions, I 

think could be particularly beneficial to women 

who are often excluded from access to finance. 

The Growing Global 
Movement for Blockchain 
Empowerment 
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I think this is a good thing, something we 

should look into.”


It’s inspiring to see this game-changing 

technology gaining the attention of leaders like 

Okonjo-Iweala – women who are in a position 

to not only advocate for change, but also bring 

about real transformations through public 

policy and projects.


Following the incredible success of June’s 

Women in the New Economy virtual event, 

CBAW is continuing to thank the generous 

sponsors who helped make the upcoming 

Blockchain Accelerator Grant Program 

possible.


CBAW will be announcing more news on the 

grant program in September, along with plans 

for another special event focussing on 

opportunities for women in the digital 

economy during Canada Blockchain Week in 

November!


One of Canada’s most innovative blockchain 

and cryptocurrency companies, publicly 

traded iMining offers expert investor services 

designed to simplify and optimize access to 

crypto staking, purchase and storage. With a 

highly diversified portfolio of assets and 

projects, the company hosts large-scale mining 

operations internationally, and is building the 

next generation of blockchain infrastructure 

for fintech and industry. With a strong focus 

on investor education, iMining also offers 

fascinating educational videos and 

commentary on emerging news. 


Discover more: 

iMining: Platinum Sponsor


https://www.imining.com/


https://www.imining.com/
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3iQ: Platinum Sponsor 


https://3iq.ca/


Digital Commerce Bank: Platinum Sponsor


https://www.dcbank.ca


www.cbaw.io info@cbaw.io

Calgary’s largest digital fund manager, 3iQ is a major force behind the growing institutional and 

traditional market embrace of Bitcoin and other digital assets. Based in the heart of Toronto’s 

financial district, the company recently pioneered Canada’s first publicly traded Bitcoin ETF, 

which launched on the TSX in April of 2020 and quickly reached $1B in market cap by January 

2021. Now offering other creative exchange-traded products like the 3iQ CoinShares Bitcoin ETF 

(BTCQ), the company is continuing to lead the digital revolution of Canada’s public markets. 


Learn more: 

Based in Calgary, AB, DCBank is a chartered bank pioneering innovative, customer-focussed 

payments solutions that are reimagining the future of financial services. With a wide range of 

products and services that span payments, digital identity and lending, the company has quickly 

becoming a leader in technological solutions to some of the biggest banking challenges. DCBank is 

regulated by the Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions, is a member of the 

Payments Canada, and is a principal member of Interac®, Visa® and MasterCard®. 


Visit DC Bank: 

Visit  or please contact  to inquire about grant sponsorships, our mission 

and other ways to get involved in building an inclusive blockchain industry!


https://3iq.ca/
https://www.dcbank.ca
http://www.cbaw.io
mailto:info@cbaw.io


Women in the New 
Economy: Disruption 

2022
Canada's economy is undergoing an incredible digital transformation, and in 2022, disruptive 

technologies will continue to reshape the future of entrepreneurship, industry and trade


To succeed, this evolution requires diverse participation. Women are making powerful 

contributions to our evolution, but at just 25% of our tech labor force, it's critical to support 

greater inclusion.  This November 19th, the Canadian Blockchain Association for Women 

(CBAW) and ecosystem partners are coming together for a special day of events celebrating the 

achievements of our talented female tech leadership, announcing new grants for tech 

education, and shining a light on  opportunities for women in Canada's emerging technology 

sectors. Join us to learn about the next year ahead in tech disruption, hear inspiring insights 

from diverse leaders and discover how

REGISTER NOW
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While having dinner with a dear uncle of mine, we 

got into some talk on the crypto market and the 

recent big moves in the price. My uncle was very 

quick to say: “I can’t trust any of this digital “poof” 

money.” 



Having heard this statement multiple times before, 

I knew he was succumbing to a fundamental 

principle of human nature: when new and 

complex ideas are confusing, people often try to 

relate it to back to a familiar subject. 



In the case of digital currency, this means 

connecting it with something tangible like paper 

dollars or coins, for it to not feel like some ethereal 

concept floating in the clouds. But the reality is 

that cryptocurrency has a very different value 

proposition, and it is just one part of a bigger 

transformation towards a more secure, equitable 

and innovative economy on blockchain.



People like my uncle, who do not see an 

immediate return or are concerned about the 

volatility, also forget that this type of investment is 

about delayed gratification, and that major 

changes don’t happen overnight. To quote Tony 

Robbins: "We overestimate what we can achieve in 

a year and underestimate what we can achieve in a 

decade”. 20

How I Educate People on the 
True Value of Crypto

With an unprecedented amount of global 

adoption, there is already so much that the 

blockchain and cryptocurrency industry has 

achieved. I tried to explain this to my uncle at 

dinner, but he still persisted with asking: 

"what sort of tangible value is it backed up 

with?" I respond by saying that it isn't backed 

up by anything except for trust, just like the 

U.S. dollar. And suddenly I elicited a wry smile 

from him. 



People forget that fiat currency isn’t 

supported by anything tangible since the 

social narrative is not structured around that. 

Central banks can ultimately print money at 

their own will, and we the people can't do 

anything about it. This has been our financial 

system for almost 100 years now, and the 

more money is printed, the more value it 

steals through inflation from the existing 

money supply. 



In comparison, no one can print more Bitcoin 

- it's not controlled by a centralized entity, and 

it has a finite supply of 21 million coins. The 

network for its transactions is decentralized, 

immutable and transparent – all while 

protecting its user’s privacy. 




Sasha Tharia is the Chief Communications Officer of iMining (IMIN.V) a Canadian-owned 

blockchain and cryptocurrency company with diverse products and services including 

staking, payments and advanced network infrastructure. iMining proud to support the 

blockchain ecosystem in Canada through sponsorship of the Canadian Blockchain 

Consortium and the Canadian Blockchain Association for Women. 	

It’s important that people understand the value of cryptocurrency because it has so many 

economic and social benefits. Familiarity with cryptocurrency helps people see new 

opportunities and ways to make their investments more profitable, while providing a technology 

education that supports new ways of thinking.



 Everyone from retailers to institutions have value that they can add and can have value added to 

them through a growing number of creative blockchain applications. There are infinite 

innovation possibilities available, much like during the Dotcom boom of the early 2000’s.


At iMining, we’re providing trusted news without bias through our weekly crypto updates, and 

help people understand complex topics like staking through our eLearning programs. 


21



22

Changing the face of 
online & prepaid card 
payments:

We facilitate fast, easy, and secure money 

transfer transactions. The world is constantly 

changing and becoming increasingly virtual, 

and we’re keeping up with easy to implement 

yet entirely customizable business payment 

solutions available via API technology.

Initiate payments 
from anywhere

Our integrated solutions allow business 

owners to initiate payments from existing 

web pages, portals, and apps. Pateno 

eliminates the necessity to learn and adopt 

another application, integrating seamlessly to 

make payment transfers and payouts, such as 

e-Transfers for businesses, more accessible 

and less of a hassle.

CONTACT US

CRYPTO FRIENDLY

https://www.pateno.com/


Become a Member

The Canadian Blockchain Consortium is the countries primary 

organization representing it’s growing blockchain technology 

ecosystem! We are here to support your blockchain 

organization through our multiple membership teirs

JOIN TODAY
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https://www.canadablockchain.ca/#membership
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Leaders in 
Bitcoin Interview: 
Adam O’Brien, 
CEO, Bitcoin 
Well

Q:

A:

Q:

A: 

 Both the Bitcoin Well and Canadian 

Blockchain Consortium teams were down in 

Miami for the Bitcoin 2021 conference – what 

was your experience like? Did anything 

surprise you about the event?


 I was a little unsure of what the conference 

would be like, because the price had just 

slouched, but I was surprised and excited by 

how little the price was talked about. It’s a 

statement on how far the industry has come – 

everyone was focused on the protocols, 

creating financial sovereignty, and enabling 

the world to have better money. 


There was so much community engagement, 

and so many people excited about what 

Bitcoin will do for society. Leaving I felt very 

renewed, empowered, and excited about what 

the world will be getting from the Bitcoiners at 

the conference.



 So many ground-breaking things 

happened at Bitcoin 2021 – were there any 

moments that really stood out to you as 

particularly memorable?


Definitely Jack Mallers announcing the big 

partnership with El Salvador – that was 

incredible to watch. There was so much 

emotion behind it, and so much work that 

went into building that partnership. It really 

reflected Bitcoin as a force for change. 


Another group was giving out Venezuelan 

Bolivars – at the afterparty, the dancefloor was 

littered with them, and I think the conference 

could not have ended in a more symbolic way, 

all of these Bitcoiners dancing on the grave of 

fiat currency. I think that will be memorable 

for a long time!

Greater education and access have been critical 

elements of Bitcoin’s success, and Alberta-based 

Bitcoin Well has built a rapidly growing business 

focused on empowering people to build a healthy 

relationship with money through their 

educational resources, a large network of public 

ATMs, and a range of online transaction and 

merchant services. 


The company is led by founder and CEO, Adam 

O’Brien, who saw the early challenges to buying 

Bitcoin as an opportunity for building a company 

that removed the technological barriers to access 

through user-friendly processes and strong 

customer support.


Now, as the world’s first publicly traded Bitcoin 

ATM company, Bitcoin Well is an internationally 

recognized innovator and one of Alberta’s top 

crypto success stories.


Magazine editor and Consortium Director Alexis 

Pappas joined Adam for an interview exploring 

Bitcoin Well’s business, future strategic plans, and 

his perspectives on June’s Bitcoin 2021 conference 

in Miami, FL.



Q: 

A: 

Q:

A: 

Bitcoin is evolving so rapidly, and conferences 

like Bitcoin 2021 reveal insights about the future 

trajectory. Did you see any new trends or 

products that could inform your strategy at 

Bitcoin Well?


I went with a conscious intention to look at 

products, to see where the industry was going 

and compare it to our roadmap – I was excited to 

see that we’re aligned with the market. However, 

I was also very excited to see how much 

philanthropy there was in the industry from 

leaders in the space; it was a big part of the 

narrative at the conference. 



 One of the really interesting things about the 

conference were the number of non-Bitcoiners 

there – from the financial industry and regular 

people – who were just getting interested in 

investing. What do you think investors need to 

know to feel confident buying Bitcoin with a 

company? 


I think they need to understand what we’re 

doing – and it’s enabling financial sovereignty 

through facilitating the transaction of sound 

money for as many people as possible. We’re not 

selling the latest crypto craze or NFT - we have a 

strong conviction around what we offer to our 

clients and our purpose. 


Additionally, it’s important for people to 

understand our profit and business model. Our 

fees come from transactions – we simply buy and 

sell Bitcoin as a retailer. In terms of regulations, 

we’re a bit different from other services because 

we don’t hold custody or customer funds, and 

this reduces risk for the customer in the buying 

process and removes us from conversations 

around securities law, 25

or other regulatory issues that our custodial 

competition may face.


There are two key points for investors to 

understand: know our mission, and 

understand our model. 



 It’s interesting for a digital company to 

have such a strong physical presence, with 

ATMs across Canada, a storefront location in 

Edmonton, and a new one that recently 

opened in Calgary. What do you think the 

advantages are to physical locations as a 

Bitcoin company?

Q:



The market is very fragmented right now – there 

are about 1300 ATMs in Canada and 70 

operators. Over half of the machines are owned 

by just three of them, so you can imagine how 

many small operators there are with a handful of 

machines. It’s challenging for them, because 

increasing regulations are making it less 

profitable to be a small operator.



All of us in the industry want to go to the same 

place – to where Bitcoin is more accessible – and 

we are making it possible for them to all come 

along for that ride because we continually make 

accretive acquisitions to grow our network. We 

have the opportunity to roll up that industry and 

our public listing allows us to use our shares for 

acquisitions, which can give these small 

operators a piece of the pie.



Visit Bitcoin Well online to learn more or book a 

meeting with a Bitcoin Specialist at 

Follow Bitcoin Well on Twitter: 

bitcoinwell.com


@TheBitcoinWell


A: 

Q: 

A: 

I originally envisioned our Edmonton 

storefront three years ago as a co-working space, 

where anyone working in the industry could 

work on projects, a bit of an incubator – what it 

turned into was a place for individuals new to the 

space to come in and learn about Bitcoin. The use 

of space shifted to a team of Bitcoin Specialists 

who help people understand the technology and 

process of holding and buying Bitcoin.



Last question: it’s exciting that Bitcoin Well is 

publicly listed. How did you find the process, and 

what does the future hold for you as a publicly 

traded company?


One of the things I didn’t anticipate was the 

need to educate so many people, including 

regulators and the TSX.V, about our business. 

They approached us as if we were a custodial 

exchange, with a lot of customer liabilities, but at 

the end of the day, it’s simple - our Bitcoin ATMs 

are essentially vending machines.


Another challenge was setting a precedent – 

based on our research, we’ve now become the 

world’s first Bitcoin ATM company traded on a 

public exchange, so the TSX.V really had to write 

the book on it. It was a big feat to get to where we 

are and it’s exciting to be listed.


Moving forward, being public gives investors a 

new and somewhat indirect way to get exposure 

to Bitcoin. Bitcoin is the best place to store the 

value that you need over the long term, but not 

necessarily in the short term, and we can provide 

that short term exposure.
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http://bitcoinwell.com


Contact Us

mailto:info@bitcoinmarketplace.com


INVENTURES

REGISTER NOW

September 22nd - 24th 2021


In Person Event 

28

https://inventurescanada.com/


ANNOUNCING 

CANADA BLOCKCHAIN WEEK

NOVEMBER 15TH - 19TH  2021


8:00 AM MST - 12:00 PM MST

REGISTER NOW
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canada-blockchain-week-tickets-148543101415
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3IQ


Bidali


BIGG Digital Assets


BitBuy


Bitcoin Well


Bitvo


Blockchain Foundry Inc.


Address: 40 King St. West, Suite 1700, 
Toronto, ON M5H 3Y2

Phone: 416-639-2130

Website: 3iq.ca

Contact: info@3iq.ca



Address: 630 8 Ave SW #600, Calgary, 
AB T2P 1G6

Phone: +1 866-302-4084

Website: www.bidali.com

Contact: support.spend@bidali.com



Address: 1199 West Pender Street Suite 
410 Vancouver, BC V6E 2R1

Phone: 778-819-8704

Website: biggdigitalassets.com

Contact: info@blockchaingroup.io



Address: 110 Cumberland St, Toronto, 
ON M5V 3V5

Website: bitbuy.ca

Contact: contact@bitbuy.ca.



Address: 10142 82 Avenue NW, 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1Z4

Phone: +1-888-711-3866

Website: bitcoinwell.com

Contact: help@bitcoinwell.com.



Address: 500 4 Ave SW #2500, 
Calgary, AB T2P 2V6

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: bitvo.com

Contact: support@bitvo.com.



Address: 2300 Yonge Street, Suite 
1600, Toronto, ON  M4P 1E4

Phone: 604-644-8767

Website: blockchainfoundry.co

Contact: sales@blockchainfoundry.co





FINANCE

Coinsquare


DLT Labs


Dominion Blockchain Solutions


DVeX


Ninepoint Partners


RevoluGROUP


StableCorp


The AML Shop


Virgo CX


Address: 590 King St W, Toronto, ON M5V 
1M3

Phone: +1 877-620-9006

Website: coinsquare.com

Contact: support@coinsquare.com



Address: 55 University Ave 12 Floor, Toronto, 
ON M5J 2H7

Phone: 647-350-8972

Website: dltlabs.com

Contact: info@dltlabs.com



Address: 250 Yonge Street, Suite 2201, Toronto, 
ON M5B 2L7

Phone: 647-477-7767

Website: dombit.ca

Contact: info@dombit.ca



Address: 370 King Street West, Suite 701, 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 1J9

Website: dvex.io

Contact: support@dvex.io



Address: 200 Bay St Suite 2700, Toronto, ON 
M5J 2J1

Phone: +1-888-362-7172

Website: ninepoint.com

Contact: invest@ninepoint.com



Address: Suite 1610 - 777 Dunsmuir Street 
Vancouver, BC Canada V7Y 1K4

Phone: 604-687-3376

Website: revolugroup.com

Contact: info@RevoluGROUP.com



Address: 2967 Dundas Street West, #922, 
Toronto, ON M6P 1Z2

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: stablecorp.ca

Contact: info@stablecorp.ca



Address: 130 Queens Quay East, West Tower, 
Suite #506, Toronto, Ontario M5A 3Y5

Phone: 1-877-701-0555

Website: theamlshop.ca

Contact: contactus@theamlshop.ca



Address: 45 Sheppard Ave E Suite 803, North 
York, ON M2N 5N1

Phone: 416-583-1838

Website: virgocx.ca

Contact: support@virgocx.ca
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MINING

AGRICULTURE

ENERGY AND RESOURCES

Bitfarms


Cryptologic


DMG Blockchain


HIVE Blockchain


HUT 8


Mining Colocation


vBit Technologies


Address: 1376 Bayview Ave, Unit 1, 
Toronto, ON M4G 3A1

Phone: 514-277-3508

Website: bitfarms.ca

Contact: info@bitfarms.io



Address: 5 Hazelton Avenue, Suite 300. 
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2E1

Phone: 647-715-3707

Website: cryptologic.com

Contact: investor@cryptologic.com



Address: 795 Hwy 395, Christina Lake, 
BC. V0H 1E0

Phone: 778-300-6115

Website: dmgblockchain.com

Contact: investors@dmgblockchain.com



Address: 555 Burrard Street Vancouver, 
British Columbia V7X 1M8

Phone: 604-664-1078

Website: hiveblockchain.com

Contact: info@hiveblockchain.com



Address: 130 King Street West, Suite 
1800. Toronto, Ontario, M5X 2A2

Phone: 1-647-256-1992

Website: hut8mining.com

Contact: info@hut8mining.com



Address: 7007 Islington Ave, 
Woodbridge, ON L4L 1V8

Phone: 647-361-7442

Website: miningcolocation.com

Contact: sales@miningcolocation.com



Address: 6403 Burbank Rd SE, Calgary, 
AB T2H 2E1

Phone: +1-877-220-4518

Website: vbitmining.com

Contact: marketing@vbitmining.comm



WCSB Blockchain Infrastructure 

Address: 1500, 250 - 2 Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0C1

Phone: 587-475-0210

Website: 
www.tidewatermidstream.com

Contact: 
info@tidewatermidestream.com


Grain Discovery


eXeBlock Technology


Farmers Edge


TrustBIX


Address: 461 King St W 3rd floor, Toronto, 
ON M5V 1K4

Website: graindiscovery.com

Contact: info@graindiscovery.com



Address: Suite 280 - 1090 W Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC V6E 3V7

Phone: 604-899-0106

Website: exeblock.ca

Contact: rrandall@exeblock.ca



Address: 25 Rothwell Road, Winnipeg, MB 
R3P 2M5

Phone: 1-866-724-3343

Website: farmersedge.ca

Contact: support@farmersedge.ca



Address: 10607 82 St NW 2nd Floor, 
Edmonton, AB T6A 3N2

Phone: 780-456-2207

Website: trustbix.com

Contact: info@trustbix.com


GuildOne Inc


Mavennet


Peer Ledger 


Address: 333 5 Ave SW #940, Calgary, AB 
T2P 3B6

Phone: 403-209-3001

Website: guild1.com

Contact: support@guild1.com



Address: 129 Spadina Ave, Toronto, ON 
M5V 2L3

Website: mavennet.com

Contact: info@mavennet.com



Address: 1505 Barrington St #246, Halifax, 
NS B3J 3K5

Phone: 902-452-6140

Website: peerledger.com

Contact: sales@peerledger.com
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EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH

DIGITAL IDENTITY
Blockchain Research Institute


Blockchain Finance Academy


Canadian Blockchain Consortium


Canadian Blockchain Association for 
Women


Canadian Blockchain Supply Chain 
Association


CryptoChicks


Address: 111 Peter St Unit 503, Toronto, 
ON M5V 2H1

Phone: 416-863-8809

Website: blockchainresearchinstitute.org

Contact: 
info@blockchainresearchinstitute.org



Address: 8888 Keele Street Vaughan, ON 
L4K 2N2 

Phone: 905-669-8858

Website: bf.academy

Contact: info@bf.academy



Address: 

Phone: 

Website: canadablockchain.ca

Contact: info@canadablockchain.ca



Address: 510 6th Ave SE, Calgary AB T2G 
1L7

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: cbaw.io

Contact: info@cbaw.io



Address: 1403 Rue Denault, Chambly, QC 
J3L 0C4

Phone: 438-800-2311

Website: cbsca.ca

Contact: info@cbsca.ca



Address: #1109 33 Singer Crt, Toronto, 
ON, M2K0B4

Phone: 1-833-224-4257

Website: cryptochicks.ca

Contact: stayintouch@cryptochicks.ca



Digital Finance Institute


DIACC


Address: 30 Wellington St W 5th Floor, 
Toronto, ON M5L 1B1

Phone: 604-601-2046

Website: digitalfinanceinstitute.org

Contact: 
admin@digitalfinanceinstitute.org



Address: 720 King Street West, Suite 302. 
Toronto, ON M5V3S5

Website: diacc.ca

Contact: info@diacc.ca



Bluink


1D Network


SecureKey Technologies


Terrahub Technologies


Address: 137 Second Ave, Ottawa, ON 
K1S 2H4

Phone: 613-695-9585

Website: bluink.ca

Contact: info@bluink.ca



Address: 204, 240 11th Ave SW, Calgary 
AB T2R 0C3

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: 1dnetwork.com

Contact: support@1d.network



Address: 4101 Yonge St #501, North York, 
ON M2P 1N6

Phone: 416-477-5625

Website: securekey.com

Contact: info@securekey.com



Address: Suite 1500, 125 9 Ave SE, 
Calgary, AB T2G 0P6

Phone: 403-968-8471

Website: terrahub.ca

Contact: info@terrahub.ca



We are Canada’s largest not 
for profit industry 

organization dedicated to 
supporting Canada’s 

technology ecosystem
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Antino Labs Private Limited 


Aversan Labs


Bitswift Technology Solutions


Brainsmiths Labs


Gyroscopic Inc.


HebronSoft 


Address: 13352 105a Ave, Surrey, BC V3T 
2A5

Phone: (236) 880-7362

Website: antino.io

Contact: info@antino.io



Address: 30 Eglinton Ave W, Mississauga, 
ON L5R 3E7

Phone: (416) 289-1554

Website: aversanlabs.com

Contact: info@aversanlabs.com



Address: 556 O'Connor Dr #123b, 
Kingston, ON K7P 1N3

Phone: (613) 766-1110

Website: bitswift.tech

Contact: hello@bitswift.tech



Address: 26730 56th Ave, Unit 103 
Aldergrove BC V4W 3X5

Phone: +1-818-284-6556

Website: brainsmiths.com

Contact: support@brainsmithlabs.com



Address: 270 George St N #301, 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3H1

Phone: (647) 885-7687

Website: gyroscopic.ca

Contact: contact@gyroscopic.ca



Address: 70 King St. West Suite 805 
Toronto, Ontario.

Phone: +38-097-821-8443

Website: hebronsoft.com

Contact: сontact-us@hebronsoft.com



ITM House


TTT Studios


Winterwind


ProofSys Inc.


Address: 260 Carlaw Ave, Toronto, ON 
M4M 3L1

Phone: +1-833-486-3387

Website: itmhouse.com

Contact: info@itmhouse.com



Address: 777 Dunsmuir St #1250, 
Vancouver, BC V7Y 1G6

Phone: +1 888-315-4476

Website: ttt.studio

Contact: info@ttt.studio



Address: 3168 Riverwalk Ave, Vancouver, 
BC. Canada

Website: winterwind.com

Contact: anthony@winterwind.com 



Address: 1 Yonge Street, Suite 1801 
Toronto, ON M5E 1W7 Canada

Website: https://proofsys.io

Contact Support: info@proofsys.io 



WANT TO BE LISTED IN 
THE CANADIAN 

BLOCKCHAIN DIRECTORY? 
PLEASE SUBMITT YOUR 

REQUEST TO 
INFO@CANADABLOCKCHA

IN.CA
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