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Canadian Blockchain 
Consortium | Executive 
Director  Profile

As the Executive Director of the Canadian 
Blockchain Consortium, Koleya Karringten is 
the driving force behind the organization’s 
mission, growth and international 
collaboration. Under her leadership, the 
Consortium has built a strong core team of 
over 40 industry experts – a formidable brain 
trust that supports the organization’s mandate 
of education, government and corporate 
advisory, and the global promotion of Canada’s 
thriving blockchain ecosystem.



Like many people in the blockchain industry, 
Koleya’s journey started in a completely 
different discipline. As the CEO of cleantech 
company Absolute Combustion, she was 
driven to build solutions for a better world – 
and when she was first introduced to Bitcoin 
almost 5 years ago, she immediately saw this 
new technology’s potential to help solve some 
of the world’s biggest challenges. She quickly 
began engaging with international thought 
leaders, developers and entrepreneurs in the 
blockchain space, and realized that Canada had 
all of the right elements to become a major hub 
for Bitcoin mining and financial services. Prior 
to accepting leadership of the Consortium, 
then a small monthly meet-up group, Koleya 
started her own mining operation along with 
educational firm Bitquest.


Her vision for the Consortium has been fueled 
by her strong convictions that blockchain’s 
qualities of decentralization and self-sovereignty 
are the solutions to a fairer and more prosperous 
world – one where all people can access essential 
financial services and protect their wealth from 
unpredictable external forces.


Koleya’s passion for inclusion also led her to 
become a founding board member of the 
Canadian Blockchain Association for women, 
and she has won numerous awards for her 
philanthropy, mentorship and accomplishments. 
A frequent publisher of articles and blog posts on 
emerging trends and news in blockchain, her 
work can be found here:  
https://www.koleya.ca/blog/


https://www.koleya.ca/blog/
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In December, I attended a cybersecurity 
conference in Florida where companies from 
across all industries gathered to talk about the 
threats we’re collectively facing from 
accelerating cybercrime, and technology and 
strategy solutions for protecting data and 
assets.


The kickoff speaker’s biggest concern? A 
massive shortfall of cybersecurity 
professionals. It was a theme throughout the 
event – an unprecedented exodus of every 
kind of talent from the labor force, from IT to 
transportation, and the general consensus was 
that this, rather than black hats, was the most 
challenging security threat the economy faces. 


It’s not really surprising – there’s a growing 
dissatisfaction with traditional models of 
employment, especially when wages are 
stagnating but inflation is at a minimum of 5%, 
which is actually ridiculously underreported, 
considering housing costs leapt 10% last year 
in Canada, and the world food index rose 30% 
(!). 


Add in infantilizing trends in remote work 
monitoring and the pandemic giving people a 
collective reboot of their life priorities, and it’s 
a recipe for tens of millions walking away from 
unsatisfying and stifling jobs. At least for some 
people, the digital economy has been a portal to 
freedom. 


According to a recent study, 4% of Americans 
left their jobs after doing well in 
cryptocurrency, most of them making under 
US $50K a year, and 7% of the people surveyed 
know someone who quit after taking crypto 
profit. Beyond that, there’s a flood of people 
starting blockchain companies, selling digital 
assets, and staking claims in the metaverse 
rather than working 9-5 jobs.


The digital economy is still a greenfield 
opportunity. Less entrenched interests, more 
innovation, and the liberty to pursue genuine 
interests is attracting talented people and 
leading to a shakeup – one that’s been long 
overdue for traditional economies that 
disproportionately benefit the few. 


Letter from the Editor :

The Great Resignation 
and the Digital Economy 
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On December 13th, the world’s first 

cryptocurrency reached a historic  

– 90% of the total supply of bitcoins that 

will ever exist had been mined. It was a 

fitting end to a dramatic and volatile year, 

and a reminder that while Bitcoin and the 

many technologies that emerged from it 

were still disruptive, they were no longer 

exactly new.


It’s been more than 12 years since the 

publication of the original Satoshi 

whitepaper, and the first ever bitcoins were 

mined in early January of 2009, which in 

the technology industry, is a lifetime ago. 

The road to mainstream acceptance for 

cryptocurrency has been long and 

convoluted, and the biggest takeaway from 

2021 is that it finally seems to have 

happened.


Banks are now offering crypto payments 

solutions and taking large positions in 

blockchain and crypto companies. 

milestone

Two countries led the headlines for BTC in 2021 – 

, with its blanket ban on all cryptocurrency 

mining and activities, and , with its 

landmark decision to become the first country to 

accept Bitcoin as legal tender, and reshape its 

struggling economy as a hub for mining, start up 

ecosystems and payments services. The second 

largest global economy may have cracked down, 

but small developing nations are seeing 

opportunities to differentiate themselves, and 

2022 may see others – especially in  – follow 

in El Salvador’s footsteps.

China

 El Salvador

Africa

Bitcoin ETFs are trading on public markets, 

crypto adoption has skyrocketed among retail 

investors and the underlying blockchain 

technology is enabling a new kind of digital 

economy that’s looking more and more like the 

future of how we transact, work and even 

entertain ourselves.



At the Canadian Blockchain Consortium, we’re 

excited for what 2022 will bring – and here’s a 

look back at some of the key movements that 

made 2021 a year our industry will never forget.


2021: A Year of Big 
Leaps Forward for 
Blockchain and 
Cryptocurrency

Bitcoin Geopolitics:

The past year has seen a dramatic shift in 

adoption for cryptocurrencies, digital assets 

and blockchain technology, showing signs 

of what 2022 has in store.

"This is just exercising our sovereign right to 

adopt legal tenders. Like we adopted the US dollar 

in the year 2001. What's the difference? The only 

difference probably is the reason why we're doing 

this. In 2001, it was probably done for the benefit 

of the banks. And this decision is done for the 

benefit of the people."


-Nayib Bukele, President of El Salvador



https://www.coindesk.com/tech/2021/12/13/bitcoin-touches-new-milestone-with-90-of-total-supply-mined/
https://www.barrons.com/articles/chinas-bitcoin-ban-crypto-regulation-central-banks-51634242888
https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/el-salvador-plans-first-bitcoin-city-backed-by-bitcoin-bonds-2021-11-21/
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/will-an-african-country-be-the-next-to-adopt-bitcoin-2021-06-30


The NFT explosion of early 2021 saw the 
development of a new ecosystem of platforms, 
marketplaces and tokens built on hard-to-
quantify digital value, with issuances like the 

 selling for almost US $3M, and 
a collage by digital artist Beeple reaching an 
astonishing US $69M at a Christie’s auction. 
Toward the end of the year, the NFT hype 
started to wane, but the technology’s potential 
to help creators and artists monetize content 
and find new markets is keeping momentum 
going into the next year. 

first ever tweet

One of the best signs for the future of the 
crypto markets, which hit a record of US $2T 
in April and peaked at over $3T just half a year 
later, is the growing number of new investors 
across the world. One  found that 25% 
of retail investment dollars are now dedicated 
to crypto, and globally, 2021 saw an  
in the number of people joining the market, 
with emerging markets like India leading the 
boom. 



Institutional investors also finally made a 
decisive leap into crypto last year, with those 
who bought Bitcoin and others 

 and new exchange-traded 
 provided market access and liquidity 

that appealed to traditional investors.  

 survey

880% rise

outperforming 
their peers, BTC 
products

In 2021, world superpowers started to take 
crypto regulation seriously, and made steps 
towards clarifying how governments would 
treat digital assets, stablecoins and currencies 
moving forward. The US hinted at new 
regulatory frameworks in the Infrastructure 
Bill and unveiled a controversial “

” roadmap in December that aims to 
apply traditional banking rules to the digital 
economy. 



Other countries, like  pulled back from 
following the China ban to declare crypto a 
separate asset class. As more institutional 
money moves into the space, 2022 will have to 
be a year of far more certainty around crypto’s 
status.   

Crypto 
Sprint

India,
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Digital Assets: Regulatory Moves:

Crypto Adoption:

“Sensible regulation is a win for everyone. It 
gives people more confidence in crypto, but I 
think it’s something we have to take our time 

on and we have to get it right.”

-Ben Weiss, CEO, Coinflip


https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/22/jack-dorsey-sells-his-first-tweet-ever-as-an-nft-for-over-2point9-million.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/20/some-investors-putting-more-money-into-cryptocurrencies-than-stocks.html
https://www.cnbctv18.com/cryptocurrency/cryptocurrency-adoption-time-to-say-yes-to-crypto-experts-discuss-growth-regulation-11289462.htm
https://www.institutionalinvestor.com/article/b1vkvjjpnf0c2c/Here-s-How-Institutional-Investors-Bets-on-Crypto-Are-Performing
https://www.institutionalinvestor.com/article/b1vkvjjpnf0c2c/Here-s-How-Institutional-Investors-Bets-on-Crypto-Are-Performing
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bitcoin-ether-etf-purpose-1.6266783
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bitcoin-ether-etf-purpose-1.6266783
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/us-agencies-unveil-crypto-sprint-for-2022-as-regulatory-debate-heats-up-191210719.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/us-agencies-unveil-crypto-sprint-for-2022-as-regulatory-debate-heats-up-191210719.html
https://www.finextra.com/newsarticle/39346/india-to-regulate-crypto-avoids-outright-ban


While “metaverse” as a concept started making 

mainstream headlines late in the year with 

Facebook’s announced name change, the idea 

simply puts an umbrella over the many 

transformations happening as our economy 

and lives shift over to the and its 

digital platforms.


 


Blockchain and cryptocurrency are forecast to 

be the foundational technologies for 

 in this emerging reality, and the 

creation of services and products for the 

metaverse is likely to be one of the key trends 

in the industry in 2022. 

virtual world 

value 

exchange

Metaverse:
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Sustainability:

In early 2021, Bitcoin came under fire for its 

high energy consumption, leading to a pivot 

towards more renewable and green energy 

sources like solar and hydroelectric, and 

cryptocurrency miners like began 

making net zero emissions a key priority. 

Driven by investor demand, even 

and other market products are now 

committing to carbon neutrality through the 

purchase of emissions offsets, and the crypto 

sector as a whole is experiencing the same 

kinds of ESG pressures faced by other 

industries like manufacturing, financial 

services and transportation. 

Hut 8 

Bitcoin ETFs 

https://www.fool.com/investing/2021/11/16/what-facebooks-metaverse-means-for-crypto/
https://academy.binance.com/en/articles/blockchain-and-crypto-projects-in-the-metaverse
https://academy.binance.com/en/articles/blockchain-and-crypto-projects-in-the-metaverse
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/hut-8-announces-esg-goals-to-drive-a-more-sustainable-future-802044398.html
https://www.purposeinvest.com/crypto/overview
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For years to come, 2021 will be remembered 
in the mining industry as the year when 
repressive countries like China and Russia 
cracked down on cryptocurrency and caused 
a mass exodus of millions of mining rigs to 
friendly jurisdictions like South America, the 
US, and increasingly, Canada and its 
hospitable cold weather climate.



At the end of the year, there is still a flurry of 
activity in the Canadian mining space, with 
projects under development in Quebec, 
Ontario, and new opportunities emerging in 
Alberta. However, we as a country could do 
much more to benefit from Bitcoin mining 
opportunities, and looking at successful 
regions like Texas and New York, support 
from political leadership is a critical 
advantage we’re missing.



Why should Canada push harder to become a 
mining capital? It’s not just the economic 
benefit of the power consumption, real estate, 
and taxes alone, but the ecosystem of service 
providers, manufacturers, blockchain 
companies and innovative start ups that orbit 
major crypto mining centers, and as Canada 
tries to build its technology reputation, 


we should act quickly on this temporary 
opportunity. As we move into 2022, these 4 
key trends are reshaping Bitcoin mining for 
the next year, and providing opportunities for 
Canada to leverage its natural advantages for 
mining success.


Special Market Report:



Top 4 Trends in Bitcoin 
Mining for 2022

 Increasing Difficulty: 

2.	Better ESG: 
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3.	Institutional Investors: 4.	Emerging Technologies: 

Increasing sustainability is a major priority of 

the traditional financial sector as it starts 

deploying into mining 

operations, with leading financial institutions 

like Morgan Stanley, Blackrock and Goldman 

Sachs holding positions in public mining 

companies. With  institutionals now 

looking to make crypto sector investments, 

there’s also an emerging interest from 

conventional capital in getting in on the 

ground floor of new mining developments.

major capital 

7 out of 10

From advanced cooling systems to a new 

generation of ultra high hash rate miners, 

technology is the critical competitive 

differentiator for crypto miners in the 

competitive landscape of the next year. For an 

industry dealing with ongoing supply chain 

issues, optimization is key – like  

such as Riot Blockchain’s new 200 MW 

immersion-cooling system deploying in Texas 

aim to boost hash power by up to 50% without 

the addition of new miners.

major projects

https://compassmining.io/education/institutional-investors-bitcoin-public-mining-companies-data/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lawrencewintermeyer/2021/08/12/institutional-money-is-pouring-into-the-crypto-market-and-its-only-going-to-grow/?sh=5ef020145983
https://www.coindesk.com/business/2021/10/19/how-riot-plans-to-add-hashrate-without-adding-miners/
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Emerging 
News:

The world’s second-largest economy banning crypto 
mining shook the industry in 2021, but reports suggest 
that miners have ‘totally recovered’ from the ban:

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE
READ MORE

READ MORE

An ancient investment is meeting modern 
technology with a Swiss project by SEBA Bank 
to hold custody of gold as a blockchain digital 
asset:

Bitcoin whale MicroStrategy is exploring ways 
to leverage its holdings of 122,000 coins, with 
some innovative ideas like mortgages and other 
yield-generating products:

The next El Salvador? Bitcoin has achieved 
wide adoption in Cuba for remittances and 
purchasers, with the cryptocurrency gaining a 
premium over the USD: 

According to Goldman Sachs, the key to the success 
of the virtual metaverse is a foundation in blockchain 
technology and cryptocurrency:

12

https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/currencies/metaverse-crypto-blockchain-goldman-sachs-sandbox-axie-facebook-meta-nfts-2021-12
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/12/10/bitcoin-network-hashrate-hits-all-time-high-after-china-crypto-ban.html
https://www.theblockcrypto.com/linked/128016/microstrategy-ceo-outlines-potential-ways-to-generate-yield-from-the-companys-bitcoin-holdings
https://bitcoinist.com/bitcoin-became-more-valuable-than-us-dollar-in-cuba/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/martinrivers/2021/12/15/you-can-now-buy-physical-swiss-gold-on-the-ethereum-blockchain/?sh=2643dd887fde


Febuary 3rd 11:30 AM MS
 12:30 PM MST

REGISTER NOW

UPCOMING FREE EDUCATIONAL 
CLASS:

13

REGISTER NOW

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/protecting-yourself-from-blockchain-scams-tickets-148280301373
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-bitcoin-class-tickets-238110674437
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Koleya Karringten

5 Reasons Why 
Bitcoin Will Be the 
Top Investment of 
2022


With BTC hitting another all-time high 
in October, here are the key reasons 
behind why mainstream investors are 
piling in for a 2022 bull market. 

Over the summer, Bitcoin experienced a major 
pullback from its peak in the spring of 2021 of 
just over US $63K, causing the usual critics to 
point at its volatility and price declines as signs 
of the end for the revolutionary cryptocurrency. 
When it dipped under US $30K in July, the 
media was full of announcements that 

Factors like China’s ban on Bitcoin mining, 
which caused an exodus of the world’s biggest 
mining companies, and rumored new 
regulations by the US contributed to the dip – 
but it was also just a natural reaction to an 
incredible crypto boom over the first part of the 
year, a condition that usually leads to profit-
taking. 


While some critics, like , claimed 
that the downturn showed that Bitcoin was 
worth literally $0 – they forgot the fact that since 
2011, 

Bitcoin 
was dead.


Naseem Taleb

Bitcoin’s cumulative gains are more than 
20,000,000%. It’s the best performing asset 
of the last decade by far, with an 

. It’s no wonder that people 
who have never believed in Bitcoin are 
hoping for its demise.


Those who understand Bitcoin’s value 
proposition, however, are looking ahead to a 
boom year. According to , head of 
development at leading cryptocurrency 
exchange Gemini, 2021 showed new 
momentum for the crypto market. “We’ve 
seen a tremendous amount of inflow of 
attention, and that’s going to continue to drive 
the growth of the industry for a while now,” 
he said in a recent interview.


Corporate adoption is a major part of this 
trend – earlier this year, Amazon’s 
employment posting for a “digital currency 
and blockchain product lead” sparked 
rumours about the retail giant accepting 
Bitcoin payments. While the company denied 
any imminent plans, its clear that a chain 
reaction of multinationals accepting crypto 
payments is driving new interest.


annual 
return of 230%

Dave Abner

"Look at the U.S. dollar, the government 
can just create new dollars and borrow; it's 

like you never have it fixed, like Bitcoin. 
Bitcoin is mathematics, mathematical 

purity. There can never be another Bitcoin 
created."


-Steve Wozniak, co-founder, Apple


https://twitter.com/nntaleb/status/1406720856127062016
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/bitcoin-becomes-best-performing-asset-132208120.html?guccounter=1
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/bitcoin-becomes-best-performing-asset-132208120.html?guccounter=1
https://time.com/nextadvisor/investing/cryptocurrency/future-of-cryptocurrency/
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Some experts are moderate with their 
predictions - , the chief technical 
analyst at crypto analytics company 
TokenMetrics, said in an interview that he sees 
the price of Bitcoin climbing slowly through the 
end of 2021, and that no large dips are likely in 
the near term. “I think it’s more likely Bitcoin 
goes to $75,000 than $25,000,” he said.

Cathie Wood, founder of major BTC and crypto 
infrastructure investor , was even 
more bullish – according to her, the flood of 
institutions and corporations now able to join 
the market due to the approval of exchange-
traded products will cause the price to skyrocket 
10x over the next 5 years. 


Bill Noble

Ark Invest

Regulations remain a concern, but the approval 
of exchange-listed products demonstrates how 
much government engagement works in the 
crypto market’s favor. With Bitcoin reaching a 
new  of more than US $67K on 
October 20th, I’m confident that we’re going to 
see it hitting new heights throughout the next 
year. 

all-time high

“If we’re right and companies continue to 
diversify their cash into something like Bitcoin, 
and institutional investors start allocating 5% of 
their funds in Bitcoin, we believe the price will 
be ten-fold what it is today. Instead of $45,000, 

over $500,000.”

-Cathie Wood, CEO, ARK Invest


https://time.com/nextadvisor/investing/cryptocurrency/future-of-cryptocurrency/
https://dailyhodl.com/2021/10/15/bitcoin-could-surge-nearly-10x-from-current-price-predicts-ark-invests-cathie-wood-heres-how/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8283133/bitcoin-hits-all-time-high-price-etf-debut/
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  2. Adoption: 
2021 was the year that Bitcoin truly went 
mainstream, with dozens of major companies 
announcing the release of BTC payments 
solutions, debit cards and other crypto services. 
This is growing the accessibility and utility of 
Bitcoin, with companies looking ahead to 
expanding their products in 2022, like 

 to ensure that any merchant on 
its global network will be able to accept BTC as 
payment. 

Mastercard’s plans

4. Momentum: 
It’s hard to understate just how much steam is 
gathering behind Bitcoin thanks to the above 
factors, which are each contributing to a record 
amount of participation in the BTC market. One 
study by cryptocurrency and blockchain firm 
TripleA estimates that there are 

 across the world, a number that has 
tripled over the last year, with an incredible 
adoption speed in the developing world in 
countries like Nigeria, Vietnam and the 
Philippines. 

300 million 
crypto users

5. Oppression: 
Countries around the world are cracking down 
on their citizens, especially through financial 
forms of oppression like restricting access to 
important forms of support like remittances. 
While many people lack the ability to connect 
online,  has still been a stunning 
example of how Bitcoin can be a tool for 
freedom even in the most totalitarian 
countries, with women turning to crypto to 
preserve their access to money in the face of 
the Taliban’s efforts to cut them out of the 
financial system. Anonymous and secure, 
Bitcoin has become the currency of choice for 
people suffering under corrupt and brutal 
regimes, from the Middle East to Africa and 
South America.

Afghanistan

3. Access: 
In October, after years of negotiating with 
regulators, the first 
launched on the Nasdaq stock exchange. Trading 
as BITO, the fund is backed by BTC futures, 
rather than coins, but opens the crypto market to 
a new (and huge) class of investors who, like 
companies and other funds, are often prohibited 
from direct ownerships. This is predicted to 
create a massive new demand and greater 
acceptance among mainstream investors, and lay 
the groundwork for a number of other Bitcoin 
products expected to be approved in 2022.

US Bitcoin-based ETF 

While its impossible to predict the future, 
political, economic and social forces seem to be 
aligning to make 2022 another break-though 
period for the world’s first cryptocurrency.  As 
we look ahead to another year of high inflation, 
repressive crack downs on freedom and a global 
surge towards freedom from unfair systems, 
Bitcoin will continue to be the top investment for 
a freer and more prosperous world – one, in a 
rare twist, that both major corporate investors 
and average citizens seem to agree on.

Read more from Koleya 

Connect with Koleya


Email: 

Linkedin: 

Twitter: 

HERE


koleya@koleya.ca


https://www.linkedin.com/in/koleya-
karringten-a78a5559/


https://twitter.com/Koleyayyc


https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/25/mastercard-says-any-bank-or-merchant-on-its-vast-network-can-soon-offer-crypto-services.html
https://ca.movies.yahoo.com/countries-using-cryptocurrency-most-210011742.html#:~:text=Cryptocurrency%20and%20blockchain%20technology%20company,form%20of%20cryptocurrency%20as%20payment.
https://ca.movies.yahoo.com/countries-using-cryptocurrency-most-210011742.html#:~:text=Cryptocurrency%20and%20blockchain%20technology%20company,form%20of%20cryptocurrency%20as%20payment.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-10-24/yellen-expects-high-inflation-through-mid-2022-before-easing
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/the-first-us-bitcoin-etf-is-here-2021-10-19
https://www.koleya.ca/blog/
mailto:koleya@koleya.ca
https://www.linkedin.com/in/koleya-karringten-a78a5559/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/koleya-karringten-a78a5559/
https://twitter.com/Koleyayyc
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One of Canada’s top legal practitioners 
in cryptocurrency compliance, Ana 
Badour is the co-leader of McCarthy 
Tétrault LLP’s national Fintech Group.  
She is a partner in their Financial 
Services Group and a Certified Anti-
Money Laundering Specialist, with 
extensive experience in the complex 
challenges for crypto exchanges and 
service providers when navigating 
Canada’s regulatory landscape. 



Based out of Toronto, Ana is a thought 
leader, writer and speaker on the 
evolving cryptocurrency compliance 
environment, and will be a featured 
speaker at the Blockchain Research 
Institute’s 2022 Blockchain Revolution 
Global. She holds a LLM in Banking and 
Financial Law from Boston University, a 
LLB from Osgoode Hall Law School, 
and a BMath (Operations Research) 
from the University of Waterloo. 


LinkedIn


Ana Badour, Partner at McCarthy Tétrault LLP

Canadian Blockchain Consortium Director and 
Legal Committee member 


https://www.linkedin.com/in/ana-badour-4588612a/


All around the world, women are finding 

financial opportunities and freedom of 

expression in the blockchain industry, and as 

the digital economy and metaverse continue to 

take market share from the traditional economy, 

it’s critical that all people are represented in this 

evolution.


That’s why it’s exciting that 2021 was a 

breakthrough year for women in blockchain, 

with more participation across the industry, 

from company leadership to crypto investors. 

With leaders like Ark Invest CEO and Bitcoin 

advocate Cathie Wood to Wyoming crypto 

policy leader and entrepreneur , 

there are an increasing number of role models 

inspiring women to get engaged in the next 

generation of our economy.


For investment in particular, women have been 

the most rapidly growing demographic, with 

studies showing  According to a study by 

, women’s participation in crypto 

investing grew by 172% in 2021, compared to 

about 80% for men, and in some countries, like 

 in 2021, the number of women buying 

crypto doubled. 


Tavonia Evans, a member of the National Policy 

Network of Women of Color in Blockchain and 

an advocate for greater inclusion, said in a 

recent Reuters interview that seeing examples 

of women succeeding in the digital economy is 

creating momentum for change. 

Caitlin Long

BTC 

Markets

Australia

Did Blockchain Become 
More Inclusive in 2021?

Upcoming Events: 
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“There are quite a few women leaders in the 

crypto space who are well respected, who 

command strong influence within the space 

and have credibility with policy makers,” she 

said. “Their successes should draw other 

women to crypto.”



Our upcoming event has been moved to 

January 20th – please join us at 1pm 

EST/10am PST for Women in the New 

Economy: Disruption 2022! It’s going to a 

fantastic session with great speakers from all 

facets of our industry, featuring panels on 

digital assets, ecosystem leadership, building a 

strong talent pipeline, and our views on 

breakthrough trends for 2022. 



Visit  or please contact 

 to inquire about grant 

sponsorships, our mission and other ways to 

get involved in building an inclusive 

blockchain industry!

www.cbaw.io

info@cbaw.io

https://caitlin-long.com/
https://www.afr.com/wealth/personal-finance/more-young-women-view-crypto-as-future-of-saving-20211111-p5985l
https://www.afr.com/wealth/personal-finance/more-young-women-view-crypto-as-future-of-saving-20211111-p5985l
https://cointelegraph.com/news/australian-women-owning-crypto-has-doubled-in-2021-survey
http://www.cbaw.io
mailto:info@cbaw.io


Women in the New 
Economy: Disruption 

2022
Canada's economy is undergoing an incredible digital transformation, and in 2022, disruptive 

technologies will continue to reshape the future of entrepreneurship, industry and trade


To succeed, this evolution requires diverse participation. Women are making powerful 

contributions to our evolution, but at just 25% of our tech labor force, it's critical to support 

greater inclusion.  This November 19th, the Canadian Blockchain Association for Women 

(CBAW) and ecosystem partners are coming together for a special day of events celebrating the 

achievements of our talented female tech leadership, announcing new grants for tech 

education, and shining a light on  opportunities for women in Canada's emerging technology 

sectors. Join us to learn about the next year ahead in tech disruption, hear inspiring insights 

from diverse leaders and discover how

REGISTER NOW
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/women-in-the-new-economy-disruption-2022-tickets-165837278765


Become a Member
The Canadian Blockchain Consortium is the countries primary 

organization representing it’s growing blockchain technology 

ecosystem! We are here to support your blockchain 

organization through our multiple membership teirs

JOIN TODAY
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https://www.canadablockchain.ca/#membership
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Changing the face of 
online & prepaid card 
payments:

We facilitate fast, easy, and secure money 

transfer transactions. The world is constantly 

changing and becoming increasingly virtual, 

and we’re keeping up with easy to implement 

yet entirely customizable business payment 

solutions available via API technology.

Initiate payments 
from anywhere

Our integrated solutions allow business 

owners to initiate payments from existing 

web pages, portals, and apps. Pateno 

eliminates the necessity to learn and adopt 

another application, integrating seamlessly to 

make payment transfers and payouts, such as 

e-Transfers for businesses, more accessible 

and less of a hassle.

CONTACT US

CRYPTO FRIENDLY

https://www.pateno.com/


23

Open Letter To 
Alberta’s Minister 
Jason Kenny:



Strategies for 
Growing Alberta’s 
Cryptocurrency 
Leadership

roadmap to succeed in this new digital economy. 
The Canadian Blockchain Consortium is currently 
developing a strategy whitepaper, “Blockchain’s 
Role in Alberta’s Economic Future”, that addresses 
the opportunities, challenges, economic multiplier 
effect and incentive requirements of 
cryptocurrency leadership. This memo is intended 
to address key factors at a high level to support the 
engagement of the Provincial government in 
supporting our industry for the benefit of all 
Albertans.


In June of 2021, Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
announced on Twitter in a series of posts that the 
state was open for cryptocurrency business and 
was developing a master plan for creating a Texan 
hub for the “booming” blockchain sector. His 
announcement came at a time when the global 
cryptocurrency industry was in flux due to China 
banning crypto mining, services and ownership. 
As of the end of 2021, the cryptocurrency industry 
is still actively seeking new mining locations and 
friendly political jurisdictions, with significant 
interest in Alberta.


Through the output of a public/private working 
group created to move the industry forward, Texas 
enacted:


□	Legal recognition for “virtual currencies” as a 
distinct asset class with clarified ownership status 
and that can be collateralized


□	Authorization for all banks to provide 
cryptocurrency custody services


□	Support for greater access to Bitcoin via ATMS


□	Various incentives and support for the 
development of crypto mining operations



Texas as a Model


The Next Economy


Cryptocurrency is the digital value and 
means of exchange for the next stage of the 
global economy, and strategic support for this 
industry will accelerate Alberta’s path 
towards diversification while providing new 
growth opportunities for the oil and gas 
sector.


Across North America, other jurisdictions, 
including Texas, New York and Wyoming, 
have successfully leveraged their natural 
assets and forward-thinking leadership to 
create strong and accretive cryptocurrency 
ecosystems, leading to major external 
investment, new tax bases and large-scale 
infrastructure developments.


With the market capitalization of 
cryptocurrency reaching an all-time high of 
US $3 trillion in November of 2021, and 
widespread adoption and investment by 
major banks and financial institutions, 
Alberta requires a decisive and collaborative 
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Within six months of the establishment of the 
working group and concrete demonstrations of 
political support for cryptocurrency, the state:


□	Became the preferred relocation destination 
for the exodus of mining operations from China 
with more than US $500M in new capital 
investment


□	Rejuvenated economically depressed 
municipalities, such as Rockdale, TX, through 
major new US $100M+ projects that are 
repurposing old industrial infrastructure


□	Won a US $17B Samsung chip manufacturing 
location, driven in part by the company’s large 
scale supply of chips to the Bitcoin mining 
sector


□	Attracted diverse new companies that 
provide cryptocurrency services, including 
exchanges, technology providers and lenders


Other US jurisdictions, such as Wyoming, have 
enacted advantageous tax laws that exempt 
Bitcoin from onerous transaction regulations 
and reduce its tax implications, leading to large 
external investment and industry growth, 
including relocations for multi-billion dollar 
companies.


The unique requirements of the cryptocurrency 
industry make Alberta, in many ways, an ideal 
location. Cold, dry weather, abundant 
inexpensive development land and adjacency to 
large-scale power are all highly attractive to 
crypto miners, who are the foundational 
infrastructure of the industry and the catalyst 
for crypto economies.

Alberta’s Opportunities


The world’s largest cryptocurrency miners are 
currently considering opportunities in Alberta 
as an alternative to the United States for new 
$100M+ projects.


However, the cryptocurrency sector is driving 
regulatory changes across the world, and 
Canada has been regarded as slow to respond to 
the needs of this growing economy.


While Alberta has natural advantages and the 
potential for success, it faces key obstacles to 
attracting large investment across vectors like 
mining, crypto services and public/private 
collaboration.



□	High power costs and challenges for mining 
operations seeking to vend power to the grid


□	Confusing Alberta Utilities Commission 
regulations for small power producers around 
Own-Use requirements


□	Lengthy project approval times and 
development uncertainty


□	Limited scalability of projects, which seek 
power supply of 50-200MW, due to emissions 
regulations



Mining




Services


Collaboration


Recommendations


□	Reluctance by banking institutions to engage 

with cryptocurrency companies


□	Treatment of cryptocurrencies as 

commodities or securities as opposed to a new 

“virtual currency” asset class


□	Lack of formal engagement with Provincial 

leadership in building solutions for growing the 

industry


□	Low education for cryptocurrency companies 

on relevant regulations like the AUC’s Own Use


The Canadian Blockchain Consortium and its 

advisory are heavily engaged with the 

international cryptocurrency mining 

community as well as leading crypto exchanges, 

blockchain technology companies and 

researchers. Based on the Consortium’s 

understandings, key recommendations include:


□	The development of strategies and incentives 

to attract cryptocurrency miners and companies


□	An exploration Alberta’s potential for crypto 

regulations and tax policies that reflect 

attractive jurisdictions like Texas and Wyoming


□	Stronger provincial engagement and 

collaboration with the blockchain ecosystem


□	The development of a roadmap to Alberta’s 

crypto and blockchain leadership


□	Public statements of support from provincial 

leadership for the cryptocurrency industry


Next Steps


The success of other regions in developing 

strong crypto economies was catalyzed by the 

legislation of public/private working groups to 

collaborate on policy solutions for regulatory, 

tax and strategic issues. The Consortium 

proposes the development of an Alberta 

Blockchain Council that will include:



□	Government policy leaders


□	Regulatory representatives


□	Consortium leadership


□	Crypto mining experts


□	Financial services experts


□	Crypto exchange leadership


□	Blockchain entrepreneurs




The Canadian Blockchain Consortium looks 

forward to engaging with the United 

Conservative Party and presenting its 

upcoming whitepaper to support further 

dialogue and collaboration.
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Contact Us

mailto:info@bitcoinmarketplace.com


DATE CHANGED FOR 

CANADA BLOCKCHAIN WEEK

APRIL 17TH 2022 - 


APRIL 23RD 2022

REGISTER NOW

28

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canada-blockchain-week-tickets-148543101415
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3IQ


Bidali


BIGG Digital Assets


BitBuy


Bitcoin Well


Bitvo


Blockchain Foundry Inc.


Address: 40 King St. West, Suite 1700, 
Toronto, ON M5H 3Y2

Phone: 416-639-2130

Website: 3iq.ca

Contact: info@3iq.ca



Address: 630 8 Ave SW #600, Calgary, 
AB T2P 1G6

Phone: +1 866-302-4084

Website: www.bidali.com

Contact: support.spend@bidali.com



Address: 1199 West Pender Street Suite 
410 Vancouver, BC V6E 2R1

Phone: 778-819-8704

Website: biggdigitalassets.com

Contact: info@blockchaingroup.io



Address: 110 Cumberland St, Toronto, 
ON M5V 3V5

Website: bitbuy.ca

Contact: contact@bitbuy.ca.



Address: 10142 82 Avenue NW, 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1Z4

Phone: +1-888-711-3866

Website: bitcoinwell.com

Contact: help@bitcoinwell.com.



Address: 500 4 Ave SW #2500, 
Calgary, AB T2P 2V6

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: bitvo.com

Contact: support@bitvo.com.



Address: 2300 Yonge Street, Suite 
1600, Toronto, ON  M4P 1E4

Phone: 604-644-8767

Website: blockchainfoundry.co

Contact: sales@blockchainfoundry.co





FINANCE

Coinsquare


DLT Labs


Dominion Blockchain Solutions


DVeX


Ninepoint Partners


RevoluGROUP


StableCorp


The AML Shop


Virgo CX


Address: 590 King St W, Toronto, ON M5V 
1M3

Phone: +1 877-620-9006

Website: coinsquare.com

Contact: support@coinsquare.com



Address: 55 University Ave 12 Floor, Toronto, 
ON M5J 2H7

Phone: 647-350-8972

Website: dltlabs.com

Contact: info@dltlabs.com



Address: 250 Yonge Street, Suite 2201, Toronto, 
ON M5B 2L7

Phone: 647-477-7767

Website: dombit.ca

Contact: info@dombit.ca



Address: 370 King Street West, Suite 701, 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 1J9

Website: dvex.io

Contact: support@dvex.io



Address: 200 Bay St Suite 2700, Toronto, ON 
M5J 2J1

Phone: +1-888-362-7172

Website: ninepoint.com

Contact: invest@ninepoint.com



Address: Suite 1610 - 777 Dunsmuir Street 
Vancouver, BC Canada V7Y 1K4

Phone: 604-687-3376

Website: revolugroup.com

Contact: info@RevoluGROUP.com



Address: 2967 Dundas Street West, #922, 
Toronto, ON M6P 1Z2

Phone: +1-833-862-4886

Website: stablecorp.ca

Contact: info@stablecorp.ca



Address: 130 Queens Quay East, West Tower, 
Suite #506, Toronto, Ontario M5A 3Y5

Phone: 1-877-701-0555

Website: theamlshop.ca

Contact: contactus@theamlshop.ca



Address: 45 Sheppard Ave E Suite 803, North 
York, ON M2N 5N1

Phone: 416-583-1838

Website: virgocx.ca

Contact: support@virgocx.ca
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MINING
AGRICULTURE

ENERGY AND RESOURCES

Bitfarms


Cryptologic


DMG Blockchain


HIVE Blockchain


HUT 8


Mining Colocation


vBit Technologies


Address: 1376 Bayview Ave, Unit 1, 
Toronto, ON M4G 3A1

Phone: 514-277-3508

Website: bitfarms.ca

Contact: info@bitfarms.io



Address: 5 Hazelton Avenue, Suite 300. 
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2E1

Phone: 647-715-3707

Website: cryptologic.com

Contact: investor@cryptologic.com



Address: 795 Hwy 395, Christina Lake, 
BC. V0H 1E0

Phone: 778-300-6115

Website: dmgblockchain.com

Contact: investors@dmgblockchain.com



Address: 555 Burrard Street Vancouver, 
British Columbia V7X 1M8

Phone: 604-664-1078

Website: hiveblockchain.com

Contact: info@hiveblockchain.com



Address: 130 King Street West, Suite 
1800. Toronto, Ontario, M5X 2A2

Phone: 1-647-256-1992

Website: hut8mining.com

Contact: info@hut8mining.com



Address: 7007 Islington Ave, 
Woodbridge, ON L4L 1V8

Phone: 647-361-7442

Website: miningcolocation.com

Contact: sales@miningcolocation.com



Address: 6403 Burbank Rd SE, Calgary, 
AB T2H 2E1

Phone: +1-877-220-4518

Website: vbitmining.com

Contact: marketing@vbitmining.comm



WCSB Blockchain Infrastructure 

Address: 1500, 250 - 2 Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0C1

Phone: 587-475-0210

Website: 
www.tidewatermidstream.com

Contact: 
info@tidewatermidestream.com


Grain Discovery


eXeBlock Technology


Farmers Edge


TrustBIX


Address: 461 King St W 3rd floor, Toronto, 
ON M5V 1K4

Website: graindiscovery.com

Contact: info@graindiscovery.com



Address: Suite 280 - 1090 W Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC V6E 3V7

Phone: 604-899-0106

Website: exeblock.ca

Contact: rrandall@exeblock.ca



Address: 25 Rothwell Road, Winnipeg, MB 
R3P 2M5

Phone: 1-866-724-3343

Website: farmersedge.ca

Contact: support@farmersedge.ca



Address: 10607 82 St NW 2nd Floor, 
Edmonton, AB T6A 3N2

Phone: 780-456-2207

Website: trustbix.com

Contact: info@trustbix.com


GuildOne Inc


Mavennet


Peer Ledger 


Address: 333 5 Ave SW #940, Calgary, AB 
T2P 3B6

Phone: 403-209-3001

Website: guild1.com

Contact: support@guild1.com



Address: 129 Spadina Ave, Toronto, ON 
M5V 2L3

Website: mavennet.com

Contact: info@mavennet.com



Address: 1505 Barrington St #246, Halifax, 
NS B3J 3K5

Phone: 902-452-6140

Website: peerledger.com

Contact: sales@peerledger.com
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EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH

DIGITAL IDENTITYBlockchain Research Institute


Blockchain Finance Academy


Canadian Blockchain Consortium


Canadian Blockchain Association for 
Women


Canadian Blockchain Supply Chain 
Association


CryptoChicks


Address: 111 Peter St Unit 503, Toronto, 
ON M5V 2H1

Phone: 416-863-8809

Website: blockchainresearchinstitute.org

Contact: 
info@blockchainresearchinstitute.org



Address: 8888 Keele Street Vaughan, ON 
L4K 2N2 

Phone: 905-669-8858

Website: bf.academy

Contact: info@bf.academy



Address: 

Phone: 

Website: canadablockchain.ca

Contact: info@canadablockchain.ca



Address: 510 6th Ave SE, Calgary AB T2G 
1L7

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: cbaw.io

Contact: info@cbaw.io



Address: 1403 Rue Denault, Chambly, QC 
J3L 0C4

Phone: 438-800-2311

Website: cbsca.ca

Contact: info@cbsca.ca



Address: #1109 33 Singer Crt, Toronto, 
ON, M2K0B4

Phone: 1-833-224-4257

Website: cryptochicks.ca

Contact: stayintouch@cryptochicks.ca



Digital Finance Institute


DIACC


Address: 30 Wellington St W 5th Floor, 
Toronto, ON M5L 1B1

Phone: 604-601-2046

Website: digitalfinanceinstitute.org

Contact: 
admin@digitalfinanceinstitute.org



Address: 720 King Street West, Suite 302. 
Toronto, ON M5V3S5

Website: diacc.ca

Contact: info@diacc.ca



Bluink


1D Network


SecureKey Technologies


Terrahub Technologies


Address: 137 Second Ave, Ottawa, ON 
K1S 2H4

Phone: 613-695-9585

Website: bluink.ca

Contact: info@bluink.ca



Address: 204, 240 11th Ave SW, Calgary 
AB T2R 0C3

Phone: 647-215-8580

Website: 1dnetwork.com

Contact: support@1d.network



Address: 4101 Yonge St #501, North York, 
ON M2P 1N6

Phone: 416-477-5625

Website: securekey.com

Contact: info@securekey.com



Address: Suite 1500, 125 9 Ave SE, 
Calgary, AB T2G 0P6

Phone: 403-968-8471

Website: terrahub.ca

Contact: info@terrahub.ca



We are Canada’s largest not 
for profit industry 

organization dedicated to 
supporting Canada’s 

technology ecosystem
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DEVELOPEMENT
Antino Labs Private Limited 


Aversan Labs


Bitswift Technology Solutions


Brainsmiths Labs


Gyroscopic Inc.


HebronSoft 


Address: 13352 105a Ave, Surrey, BC V3T 
2A5

Phone: (236) 880-7362

Website: antino.io

Contact: info@antino.io



Address: 30 Eglinton Ave W, Mississauga, 
ON L5R 3E7

Phone: (416) 289-1554

Website: aversanlabs.com

Contact: info@aversanlabs.com



Address: 556 O'Connor Dr #123b, 
Kingston, ON K7P 1N3

Phone: (613) 766-1110

Website: bitswift.tech

Contact: hello@bitswift.tech



Address: 26730 56th Ave, Unit 103 
Aldergrove BC V4W 3X5

Phone: +1-818-284-6556

Website: brainsmiths.com

Contact: support@brainsmithlabs.com



Address: 270 George St N #301, 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3H1

Phone: (647) 885-7687

Website: gyroscopic.ca

Contact: contact@gyroscopic.ca



Address: 70 King St. West Suite 805 
Toronto, Ontario.

Phone: +38-097-821-8443

Website: hebronsoft.com

Contact: сontact-us@hebronsoft.com



ITM House


TTT Studios


Winterwind


ProofSys Inc.


Address: 260 Carlaw Ave, Toronto, ON 
M4M 3L1

Phone: +1-833-486-3387

Website: itmhouse.com

Contact: info@itmhouse.com



Address: 777 Dunsmuir St #1250, 
Vancouver, BC V7Y 1G6

Phone: +1 888-315-4476

Website: ttt.studio

Contact: info@ttt.studio



Address: 3168 Riverwalk Ave, Vancouver, 
BC. Canada

Website: winterwind.com

Contact: anthony@winterwind.com 



Address: 1 Yonge Street, Suite 1801 
Toronto, ON M5E 1W7 Canada

Website: https://proofsys.io

Contact Support: info@proofsys.io 



WANT TO BE LISTED IN 
THE CANADIAN 

BLOCKCHAIN DIRECTORY? 
PLEASE SUBMITT YOUR 

REQUEST TO 
INFO@CANADABLOCKCHA

IN.CA
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